1995

*

S

Cj

■efs:'..

m

:

»

•f
ili.

IKW

P
V*

i
*

i
H

d '

f *x5v?£^P
1LI
- » *»*
-3
..
«
'am

Through Time
Vignettes from
JMU's History

Shenandoah
National Park

Artful Dodger:
a coffeehouse
serving up style
-

«

Villager Antiques
attracts collectors

v wm

From

the Editor

Recently, I had a talk with my mother about my great-grandmother who passed away long before I ever got a chance to
know her. As a writer, an artist and a woman infinitely proud of
her Scotch-Irish history, she did leave behind chronicles of my family
so future generations could know and respect their past. As my mother told me more about her, I came to see how much of her lives on in
me and my sister, and I began to realize how important understanding
my past is to understanding and modeling my present and future.
Appreciating the past is essential to make sense of the present and
to prepare for the future. Learning about your surroundings and the
people who affect your life is also essential in learning to treasure the
present. An integral element of that appreciation and understanding is
the ability and willingness to change.
The Curio magazine has always strived to achieve this understanding and appreciation by highlighting what makes life in the
Shenandoah Valley so unique and special. This Curio is no different;
however, there is a change. This year, we expanded these goals by
incorporating elements of James Madison University's own history.
The goal of this staff was to add more diversity to the magazine
and to give the readers something they had never seen in the magazine — a glimpse into JMU. What we found was that life at JMU and
life in the Valley are not as separate as they may appear. For example,
the success of JMU's football team would not be possible without the
support of the community (see page 29). Also, the acceptance of men
into the university as students and residents permanently changed the
recent history of the surrounding area in terms of business and residences (see page 39).
Many aspects of life in the Valley also include the involvement of
JMU. The Artful Dodger in Harrisonburg is a meeting place for many
different groups of people (see page 12). JMU students and faculty
members also participate in the Virginia School for the Deaf and Blind
(see page 2) and Valley Voice (see page 6).
The importance of appreciating the past also applies to the
Shenandoah Valley and JMU. This idea is expanded in the story about
the relationship between JMU and Harrisonburg (see page 16); the
story of the past, present and future of Shenandoah National Park (see
pagel9) and all through the stories about JMU.
What I learned from doing this year's Curio is that you must always
appreciate your surroundings — the people, the area and the time.
Things change so quickly, it is easy to miss the subtle beauty of what
is around you every day. I hope this issue of Curio helps reveal some
pieces of that beauty that always surrounds you.
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Article by Anne Collins
Most of us do not think twice
about our five senses, yet we
use them every day in our
world of constant communication.
While most of us take this for granted,
some must learn to live without them.
The students at the Virginia School
for the Deaf and the Blind have
learned, and continue to leam, to do
without two of the most used senses
and, instead, emphasize the other senses upon which they constantly rely.
VSDB is a state school for the deaf
and blind, as well as the hearing and
visually impaired. It was established in
1839 by an act of the Virginia General
Assembly to provide specialized
instmction and education to deaf, hard
of hearing, blind and visually impaired
2 • Curio 1995
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students. These students do not receive
such specialized training in public
schools, nor would they get such loving and individualized attention.
Virginia is home of two schools for
the deaf and blind, one in Staunton
and a sister school in Hampton. VSDB
in Staunton serves children from birth
to 22 years of age who live west of the
Interstate 95 boundary line.
According to Thresa Lindsay,
VSDB's executive secretary, students
must be referred by their local school
system and then apply through the
local education agency.
At present, there are 126 deaf and
hearing-impaired students, 38 blind or
visually-impaired students and a staff of
145. VSDB enrollment has increased

significantly since its beginning in 1859
when 18 students were registered but
only five showed up.
Because of the large area the school
serves, VSDB is primarily a residential
school Monday through Friday. A few
day students live in the Staunton area
and commute daily, but most go home
every weekend by bus transportation
provided by the school. The buses
have several drop-off points for students to reunite with their loved ones
and spend time at home, Lindsay says.
Linda Blehm, who has been a
teacher in the deaf department since
1976, says, "Honestly, it is better to
have a residential school because the
children need to develop social skills,
have more opportunities, have more

blind and deaf role models to look up rates. "We like all teachers to be certi- mainstreaming, which allows hearing
to and receive better care than they fied in deafness and blindness and in and visually impaired students to enroll
would in other school systems." Blehm their specialty areas, too. It usually in the public school system. However,
speaks from firsthand experience. Not takes a master's degree to achieve this,
enrollment has increased again during
only has she taught at the school for and our teachers are continually the 1994-'95 school year.
many years, but she attended the upgrading their qualifications."
school as a student from 1958 to 1971.
The teachers' hard work is very Department For the Deaf
Blehm says she recalls many won- much appreciated by VSDB, where,
The Department for the Deaf serves
derful memories as a child such as according to Panko, the educational children from birth through the 12th
being "team champs in football, bas- philosophy is to provide students with grade. Academic and vocational classes
ketball and track during my junior many opportunities to leam in an envi- are offered.
year." She also commends the positive ronment that recognizes individual difThe Parent/Infant Program for deaf
changes that have taken place in the ferences, challenges students to do and hearing-impaired children provides
school since her years as a student.
their best and actively involves students assistance and guidance to the parents
"Corporal punishment has been in the learning process.
and children from birth to 3 years of
removed, such as spanking a child or
Lindsay says the students benefit age. This program not only helps the
demanding the students to wax the from the highly specialized classes and child but includes the family in the
floors and clean the bathrooms," are offered the same comprehensive, developmental learning process.
Blehm recalls, crinkling her nose at the state-accredited educational programs
Lindsay says the program focuses on
memory of the not-so-good of days.
as other public schools, preparing the developing social, cognitive and motor
One thing Blehm says she wishes students for a variety of post-gradua- skills. Specialists help the families by
remained the same were the well-disci- tion options.
visiting homes and preparing the famiplined students and their respect for
VSDB has separate schools and sep- lies for the challenge ahead.
authority, a complaint heard quite arate dorms for the visually and hearNursery school is also offered
often among today's teachers. All in all, ing-impaired students in order to pro- through this program for toddlers 18 to
Blehm's more than 30 years at VSDB vide a more familiar atmosphere for 24 months once a week, and, as a part
have been challenging as well as the students. Lindsay says the enroll- of the transition period, parent/infant
rewarding, she says.
ment dropped a few years ago as a specialists help families gather informaAll of the teachers at VSDB face bat- result of advances in technology and tion about preschool programs at
tles daily and help
the students overcome their fears and
;
adversity. The staff
I
serves more as a second family to the
students who are
constantly in close
interaction
with
teachers, residential
'I
advisors and support
service personnel,
Lindsay says.
a
A large percentage of the staff are
hearing and visually
impaired. "If someone is hired, they
must have a special
endorsement for
teaching these students. They receive
special training,"
Lindsay says.
Dr. Joseph W.
V.
Panko, superinten- Robert Smalley, grade seven, and Russell Gnmsley, grade six, 'goof around' during class, a comdent of VSDB, elabo- mon scene for teachers. Signing is their way of communicating with their teachers and peers.
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VSDB as well as in
local schools.

and less accommodating than what
they are used to at
VSDB, but they are
sufficiently prepared. Some students enter the
working
world
immediately, and
others opt to attend
colleges such as
Gaulledet University,
California
University or technical schools that
have specialized
training for the
hearing and visually
impaired. Gaulledet is the only
university in the
United
States
specifically for the

Department for
the Blind
The Department
for the Blind has
instructional pror grams from kindergarten through 12th
m
grade. As with the i *
is 'i*'
deaf department,
L,
J
this one has small
fi
classes which allow
for individualized
Ki
instruction. Braille
and abacus skills
A
are taught throughout the c.urriculum,
and advanced technology has opened Lunchtime is a great opportunity for the students at VSDB to take a break from
the doors to many classes and catch up on the latest news around their campus.
new possibilities.
Elizabeth Lewis, principal of the deaf students with sensitivity towards deaf, Blehm says.
blind department, describes the abacus the visually impaired. Some workshops
VSDB strives to keep their students
as a tactile method of computing. It are being planned," he says.
happy and make improvements within
consists of bars with beads on them
the school system and around the camthat slide back and forth. Students also Extracurricular Activities
pus to ensure this. According to Blehm,
have talking calculators and computers,
VSDB is not solely for academic a greenhouse was just approved. The
braille and large-print devices and the learning, however. All students need teachers plan to teach the students to
Kurzweil reader.
outlets to take their minds off their work with the community and donate
This reader is an advanced comput- studies, and VSDB has extracurricular their foliage to the hospital and nursing
er system that speaks in six different activities to keep the students busy.
homes. It will also be instrumental in
voices of the reader's choice. A docuBasketball for boys and girls and the biology classes to teach about
ment can be placed into the computer, volleyball for girls are the only interhybrid and genetics. "The ultimate goal
and the computer will read it aloud, scholastic sports offered through the is to help the students serve the comspell out words and print in braille.
school at this time due to size; howevmunity because the community has
"There are two levels of braille.
er, intramural soccer and softball
always served us," Blehm emphasizes.
Grade one braille is word by word,
involve many of the students.
Panko says they have just signed a
and grade two braille is contracted
Blind students do not currently par- contract to begin building the first
braille, which uses less space but is ticipate in sports but can get involved phase of a $700,000 handicapped
quite difficult to leam. It can be com- in activities such as chorus, bell choir accessibility project which will include
pared to finger spelling for the deaf and the library club. At one time,
elevators, ramps, lifts and modified
and contracted spelling, which uses a wrestling was an option for blind stu- bathrooms. When completed, all parts
sign for a word," Lewis says. One text dents, but because of the decreased of the campus will be accessible to
book can fill 16 volumes in braille, and size of the student body, it is no longer those confined to a wheelchair.
the Kurzweil reader helps save space.
Despite such growing improveavailable. Visually impaired students
Panko says the two schools do not have played basketball in the past.
ments, strong academic achievements
interact very much, but they are workOther favorites among the students and reputation, there are rumors floating with ideas in order to have them are the four hold-over weekends,
ing around about the closing of VSDB
interact more in the future.
in Staunton. "There have been rumors
including the junior prom and homeof the schools closing since I started
"Recently, I made the decision to coming weekends. During these weekhave one director for the blind and ends, the students stay at VSDB and here 20 years ago," Lindsay says.
Panko says the Strike Force, which
deaf programs. Some of the blind stu- participate in a variety of activities.
is the governor's commission, came out
dents are learning sign language, and
After graduation, the students face
we are also moving towards providing new challenges in a world much larger with several recommendations last fall.
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One was that Mary Baldwin College
allegedly had the opportunity to use
the campus for its programs, but Mary
Baldwin did not express an interest in
the school, says Panko.
In the past session, the Virginia legislature asked for another review of the
issue of merging the schools of
Staunton and Hampton. "A committee
is being established to investigate and
recommend what will happen in the
next legislative session," Panko says.
There is a possibility the schools will
be merged at one of the two present
locations. It was once suggested that
both locations be closed and a new
location built in Richmond; however,
the governor has studied the Strike
Force recommendations and sent a letter to a parent of a VSDB-Staunton student indicating he has no intention of
closing VSDB in Staunton. The letter
states: "The Virginia School for the
Deaf and the Blind has a rich history of
helping students such as your son.
That tradition will continue. In light of
the strong support Virginians have
voiced for VSDB of Staunton, the governor has decided not to close the site
as recommended by his Blue Ribbon
Commission on Government Reform."

Local delegates also delivered petitions carrying 8,000 signatures to the
governor's office in favor of keeping
VSDB in Staunton.
Although Panko can't predict the
future, he says he can guess 1995-'96 is
going to be extremely significant in the

think that it's
going to be a fairly
interesting

year.

This is an exciting
time

filled

challenges

with
and

opportunities."

histories of the two schools. "I believe
that there is a strong possibility that the
two schools will be combined. I think
that there is a strong possibility that if
they are combined, they would be
combined here in Staunton," he says.
The main advantages that Staunton

has over Hampton are that Staunton is
centrally located, is a very safe town
and has more capacity to expand.
Combining the schools will save the
money and will also provide more and
better opportunities for the students,
such as a wider variety of sports.
Panko says he has an extremely
positive outlook about the future. "I
think that it's going to be a fairly interesting year. This is an exciting time
filled with challenges and opportunities. I guess if you look at things from
the standpoint of doom and gloom,
that is how they turn out, but if you
look at problems and issues as an
opportunity to make services and programs better, it all comes out a different way. We are very excited," he says.
With VSDB's strong network of students, staff, family and supporters, it is
hard to imagine the school moving
sites. If they have their way, this home
away from home is here to stay.

ANNE COLLINS, a senior English major
and mass communication minor, is
moving to Charlotte, N.C., after graduation and hopes to work in corporate
communication.
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Belinda Anderson and William Whitfleld take some free time from their work at school to hang out on the playground.
Curio 1995 • 5

Lending

a Voice

Valley service helps the visually impaired
tune in to the world around them
Story by Cyndy Liedtke
When you picked up this
magazine, you probably
gave no thought to sitting
down and reading about Valley life,
taking in the photos, graphics and
written words. Reading is something
you do every day. You might do it for
entertainment, to gather information
or as part of your job. But what if you
couldn't read the page in front of
you? How would you get your information and know what's going on in
the world? About 300 of approximately 5,000 visually impaired people in
the Valley have newspapers, books
and magazines read to them through
Valley Voice.
"We really do help people stay
functional in the community," says
Valley Voice Director Liz Rubush of
the volunteer-run service. "I can't
imagine how hard it would be to be
used to being active and then not
having access to information and
what's going on in the area."
Mary Haban, a Valley Voice volunteer, says she believes information is
a central thing and is very valuable
for everyday life. "I really believe in
this service."
Valley Voice, which began broadcasting in July 1982, is a radio reading
service for the visually impaired.
Every day, from 5 a.m. until midnight,
newspapers, magazines and other
printed material are read over the air
and broadcast into the homes of the
visually impaired. For these people,
their vision is too impaired to read
printed material or their physical
impairments make it too difficult to
hold or focus on written material.
A special receiver is required to
tune into the station, which broadcasts on the subcarrier of public radio
6 • Curio 1995
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Jane Wood (1) and Mary Haban (r) read The Washington Post over the Valley
Voice airwaves, carried on the subcarrier of WMRA-FM, twice a month.
station WMRA-FM on James Madison
University's Harrisonburg campus.
These receivers are provided free of
charge to those who meet the
requirements of the service, according
to Rubush. Most people in need of a
receiver are referred by a friend,
physician, optometrist or agency that
helps the visually impaired. Once
someone is referred to the service and
the impairment is verified, a radio is
sent out to the person. "As long as we
have a radio to send out, it is free as
long as he or she needs it," Rubush
says. Currently there is a short waiting
list for receivers while the station raises funds for more supplies.
But many of the area's visually
impaired may not use the service
because they do not know about it.
"The tough thing about this service is
getting people to know about it,"

Rubush says. "We're trying to serve a
lot more of the 5,000 people in this
area that we can help. We'd like to
help just about everyone that wants
the service." More listeners could
become a reality for Valley Voice,
when
WMRA
expands
to
Charlottesville, scheduled to take
place any day now. Rubush says,
"Outside the cost of receivers, it costs
no more to serve thousands than it
costs to serve hundreds of people."
Helping more people also means
expanding the service, according to
Rubush. Between 35 and 40 hours of
programming, Monday through
Saturday, is generated locally, read or
recorded by volunteers in the Valley
Voice studio. The rest of the programming originates from the "In Touch"
Network, a national radio reading service based in New York City.

Rubush, who began her job in
March, says, "I just feel a real commitment to provide this service to more
people. For every person we help, it
seems there are 10 more people we
can help." She would like to see more
local programming and try to extend
the service to those who do not speak
English. There is a need for Spanish
and Russian programming, she says.
But to increase programming,
Valley Voice needs to raise more
funds to replace outdated equipment
and obtain more receivers. A state
grant covers the operating costs of the
service, including Rubush's salary,
and the Harrisonburg/Rockingham
County United Way provides some
funding. Therefore, all private donations go toward increasing services,
and as long as the equipment holds
up, more people can tune in to Valley
Voice. "Our goal is really to help as
many people as possible at the lowest
cost possible and provide a great service," she says.
While money may be in short supply at Valley Voice, human voices are
not. "Our most valuable resource is
our volunteers," says Rubush, who
herself volunteered while attending
JMU in 1987-'89. More than 100 peo-
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Ben Spayd volunteers his time running the sound board at Valley Voice.
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Special receivers enable Valley Voice volunteers to reach the visually impaired.
pie donate their time to the service.
Vickie Simmons has been volunteering at Valley Voice for seven years
and a member of the service's
Advisory Council for two. She reads
the Valley Shopper program every
Thursday and records "Tale Soup," a
half-hour program featuring children's
stories. Simmons says she enjoys this
program especially because she likes
Dr. Seuss probably more than most of
her listeners.
Simmons says she likes to help
people, and Valley Voice is one way
she can do that. "I know reading is
really, really important to me, and I
know I would be very sad if the day
were to ever come that I couldn't do
it for myself; I really enjoy [volunteering at Valley Voice] because of that."
Other volunteers also cited the
importance of helping others. Jane
Wood and Mary Haban read The
Washington Post twice a month.
Wood, who has been reading for a
couple years, says her mother is visually handicapped, and she has an
affinity for working with people who
find themselves in that position in life.
Haban, who began reading last
summer after seeing an ad in the
newspaper, says she is happy she is
available to help. "I always thought

well of this service."
Valley Voice volunteers can give as
little or as much time as they have;
Rubush says there are a variety of volunteer opportunities. Readers can
choose a regular shift, record a program at their own convenience or
serve as a substitute. Besides reading,
volunteers can run the sound board,
help with fund raising or deliver
receivers, among other things.
Basically, Rubush says she is looking to improve Valley Voice. "We're
looking to expand services, address
new fund-raising concerns and make
a more pleasant environment for our
volunteers while offering a great station for our listeners."

CYNDY UEDTKE, a junior mass communication major from Centreville, is
unsure of her plans for the summer. She
is serving as the managing editor of
The Breeze in 1995-96.
VIRGINIA BARNES is a senior mass
communication major, Russian major
and art minor. Virginia plans to travel
to Russia in the fall and on to Australia
in December. She was also the recipient
of the media arts and design visual
communication award.
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Waynesboro native Elizabeth Massie
combines horror, legend and history

The dizzy, late-yearflies thump into Creeper and the two other hounds.
The chocolate candy rockets upward in Joel's throat, driven by an eruption of
burning bile. Joel's mouth croaks open, and he clutches the fencing with one hand, and
his mouth in the other. There is a scream behind the hand, silenced by horror.
There is a scream behind Creeper's lolling tongue, silence by the chain that has strangled
him, and by the fleshy, wet-slick coils of ropy intestines that have fallen from his slit belly
and join the chain in a tangle about the dog's matted neck.
Sineater, 1991
Aside from possibly winning
From all outward appearances,
Elizabeth Massie doesn't look awards, what provokes a woman who
like a dark and wicked thought taught elementary and middle school
for 19 years and is the mother of two
enters her mind.
To see her sitting in her teenagers to write about blood, guts
Waynesboro home, with her wavy and demented souls?
brown hair in a bob, dressed in jeans
and a sweater, it's hard to imagine the
pleasant lady is thinking up all kinds
of gory and terrifying situations. But
that's what she does for a living.
The 41-year-old author of the
novel Sineater and numerous short
6. \u e
stories is steadily making a name
1.0
'r^
for herself in the horror fiction
a
world. She has already won
f
f?
two Bram Stoker Awards from
the
Horror
Writer's
^scSSS
Association, which includes
authors such as Clive Barker,
"I don't know why all writers write.
Stephen King and Dean Koontz as
members. One award she received I know I write because I've always
was for her 1990 novelette called got stories in my head . . . characters
"Stephen" and the other was for in my head . . . situations in my head
that I really want to share," explains
Sineater in 1991.
8 • Curio 1995

Massie, who is a 1975 graduate of
Madison College.
"I can get down and dirty and
gross with no really redeeming factors, and I'm not really embarrassed
of that, but that's not the main point,"
she says. "The main point is I
really want to dig."
For her, the driving forces
behind writing horror are the
psychological elements that
make up the characters and
cause their actions. She
wants to explore what
makes the characters in her
stories tick and whether
they can be rehabilitated
into normal human beings.
"If anything in my work gets somebody to think . . . there's something
of value there," she says.
Massie's interest in the psychological side of horror started early. It even
showed up in her first horror story,
which she wrote in high school.
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Writer Elizabeth Massie stands in her office surrounded by her collection of books, stuffed animals and other novelties.
Massie is author of the horror novel Sineater, historical and horror books for young adults, and numerous short stories.
Though "The End" wasn't a story she
would later publish, she was already
concerned with characters and accurately expressing their emotions.
"I got a 'C minus' on it because I
used sentence fragments when I was
describing the girl's mental state. OK,

gee, she's going to think in complete
sentences. I think not," Massie says.
"It was one of those [situations] where
you've got to follow the rules, and
even though I knew the rules, [the
teacher] wouldn't let me break them.
"It was at that point where it wasn't

just the scare and the fascination with
scariness. I started getting really interested in the psychological elements of
horror," Massie explains.
Part of her fascination with the psychological came from reading books
like Robert Bloch's Psycho when she
Curio 1995 • 9

was younger, she says. It started her
thinking about what makes characters, and people, do such bizarre
things as murdering and terrorizing.
"When I was a kid, I was horrified
of lots of stuff," she says. She
describes how she was terrified of
horror movies she'd see at the drivein, but she would still watch them. "I
was scared of movies like that, but I
was fascinated."
These days, it takes a lot to scare
her, she says, but the fascination is
still there. "I'll go to any horror movie
that comes."
Massie had been writing stories for
a number of years in her spare time
from teaching at Cassel Elementary
School in Waynesboro and Stuart
Middle School in Fort Defiance, raising her daughter Erin and son Brian
and being a wife to her husband
Roger. At that time, she was just
stashing all her stories away without
trying to publish them.
Then, during the summer of 1983,
she went to a convention in Boston to
meet Stephen King. It wasn't King
who gave her a break, though. While
there she met a man named Brian
Hodge, who suggested she cut down
the length of her stories and send
some to The Horror Show magazine.
Massie followed Hodge's advice,
and a week after she mailed her story
to the magazine, it was sold.
Since then, she has sold many
other short stories and published her
first novel. Recendy, with the sale of a
series of scary children's books and a
young adult historical series, she felt
secure enough in her new career to
quit her teaching job.

The two series she is currently
In the year Massie has been workworking on are especially for chil- ing on the series, she has finished
dren, but even though the main char- books for Maryland, Virginia,
acter in Sineater is a boy named Joel, California, Illinois, New York and
the novel and many of her short sto- Minnesota. At this rate, she says she'll
ries are not meant for young readers.
be finished in about eight years. Since
Sineater is based loosely on an neither she nor her publisher wants to
obscure Irish legend about a man spend nearly a decade on this one
who was responsible for removing a series, she says she is now trying to
dead person's sin by eating food complete one book a month.
placed on the corpse's chest. When
Massie did a lot of research last
the food is gone, the sin is gone.
summer for the series when she took
"It's defiantly terrifying when
a month to drive to California and
you think somebody is full of
back with a group of friends. As for
everybody else's sin. It's a
the states she won't be able to
pretty creepy thought."
6
visit, she'll rely on information
Massie, an acdve member of
from friends and the library.
Amnesty International,
A native of Waynesboro, Massie
doesn't write about viosays she took the myth for the book
lence to promote it. "With
about Virginia from the Valley. "The
Sineater that wasn't intendname Shenandoah means daughter
ed to be just glorifying vio
of the stars. ... It was such a beaulence. The point was:
tiful place that the heavens
what are these charrained down jewels
acters going through,
. into the water," she
/ rr
J
do they grow, do they
' ^' says. "I thought, 'OK,
become stronger."
nz/that's a good start,
The books she
but I've got to make
writes for young people
I / rrn something scary out of
are a little milder in
■ this.'"
their chills and thrills.
To make it scary, she
One series, named
turned the bit of history around to
"American Chills," will coninclude a secret that only a
JF
tain 50 books — one for
few people in the Valley
each state. Each will
would know. In her story, the
incorporate an actual historical event secret is that "daughters of the stars"
or myth from the state.
also meant "native female vampires."
Massie says she doesn't know These vampires live in the caverns of
exactly what gave her the idea of the Valley and prey only on wooddoing a 50-book series. "I just tend to land animals, not people.
think in series. ... I thought, gee, to
Her other recent young adult series
have something where I can have 50 is called "The Young Founders'
books sounds pretty ambitious."
Diaries." Unlike the "American Chills"

Earlie hesitates, her eyes widening behind the scratched glasses.
She slowly picks up the bag by the edge, and dumps the contents.
A dead rat falls out, its feet curled up and tail slack. One set of toes appears to twitch,
scratching meekly in the heat of the automobile. The thing is newly dead;
blood soaks into the worn cloth seat upholstery, and the blood on the gray fur
is dark and thick and shimmering. The rat's head is gone.
Earlie shrieks and throws herself back against the car door. Her purse is knocked free by
herflailing arm, tossing wallet and lipstick and pennies and loose M&Ms in a wide arc.
10 • Curio 1995

"How long can this insanity go on?" whispers Wayne.
Joel does not look at the man, because the words aren't for him, and because he cannot
take his eyes from the horrific play which is being danced before him in firelight. Through
the crack beneath a shuttered shed window, Joel can see much of the backyard. There are
people all over the dead woman, and Joel knows they are cutting her and sucking her
body. It looks like they are kissing her, like they would kiss the feet ofJesus. Joel's breath is
painful in his throat. He feels he stands on the cliff side of hell, and it is only a matter of
minutes before the whole gathering turns and stares at him, a boy peeking through a shed
window crack, and with accusing screams, direct Missy to find him and kill him.

series, which has only contemporary
stories, each book is set in a particular time from U.S. history,
"[The series] actually skips all over
history, all over the United States, and
has a protagonist between the ages of
14 and 18 who, throughout the story,
writes in a diary their deepest feelings
about what's happening to them, their
family, and the community in which
they live," she says. Or, if the character is illiterate, the story is told from
his or her deepest thoughts.
Massie wasn't always interested in
historical writing, she says. Last year
at the world horror convention an
editor from Tour Books approached
her about writing historical books for
young readers.
"Not being one that likes to
research, I kind of hesitated, but then
I thought, well, I'm at the point now
where I have the time to try all sorts
of things. ... In a year maybe I will
find out that I want to concentrate on
one thing or the other," she says.
Massie says she always seems to be
working on several books at once.
She tries to get in about five uninterrupted hours of writing each day, but
some of her time is spent just mulling
things over in her mind. "If I don't
take the time to do the mental footwork first, I'll sit there, and I'll just
stare at the computer screen," Massie
explains. "I really have to kind of
warm myself up mentally before I sit
down. Then it comes pretty easily."
Before she sits down to write, she
grabs a Pepsi — "the Pepsi helps kick
me in gear," she says — and turns on

the computer in her office that is
filled with books, stuffed toy bats,
African masks and Amnesty
International posters.
Then she'll walk around a little,
and maybe turn on some instrumental
music. Once she settles in, she looks
back at the story she was working on
and reads over the last page or two.
Each time she sits down to write,
she goes through these warm-up
exercises, but that doesn't mean she
ever stops thinking about the creation
of her stories.
That kind of mental footwork is
always going on for Massie. It seems
she is always forming characters and
plots even when she's not working at
at her computer. "I dream about it. I
get up thinking about it. I go to bed
thinking about it," she describes. "It's
pretty heard to shut off."
Sometimes she'll even find herself
writing almost whole chapters in her
head before she types anything out.
"That's why I keep paper and pencil with me in my purse or in the car
or wherever, so I can jot down things
exactly because sometimes you'll
never get them back quite the same
as they were when you thought them
originally," Massie explains.
With so many characters and plots
from all the books she works on at
one time swimming around in her
mind, it seems like it would be hard
to keep them straight. But somehow
it doesn't cause a problem for her. "I
guess it's like remembering a bunch
of different phone numbers. You just
pull them up when you need them,"

she says. Even so, she avoids working
on more than two books a day.
It took Massie three years of steady
writing to complete Sineater. "As
steady as you can write when you're
teaching, too," she says.
While she was still teaching, she
would write as much as she could in
one day, but that amount might be
only a half hour. "It was a struggle
balancing the two," she explains.
Massie's short stories appear in
many anthologies, including "Hottest
Blood," "The Year's Best Fantasy in
Horror Number Four," "Borderlands"
and "Borderlands III."
A short story can take as little as
one day for Massie to write, which
includes revisions, or it could take as
long as two or three weeks. Of
course, that is taking into account all
the other projects she works on at the
same time.
"I can't think of any time I've only
been working on one thing," she
says. "I'm definitely one to jump in
with both feet."

NICKI CAMPBELL is a senior mass
communication major with a minor in
art. After graduation, she will move to
Tallahassee, Fla. where she hojxs to
pursue a career in writing and photography. Some day she'd like to return to
Virginia and raise alpacas.
CJ. GREBB is a senior art major who
spent his last year atJMU as design editor of The Breeze. CJ. is also the artist
behind the cartoon "Outer Bounds."
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With

hopes of downtown

renewal,

the

Artful Dodger provides more than the same
old grind for coffee-loving Valley residents

Coast

Flavor

mm
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The Artful Dodger of Oliver
Twist fame was known for
working outside of the law. In
downtown Harrisonburg, nestled
between the judicial complex and the
Rockingham County Jail, is the Artful
Dodger coffeehouse. Thorn Kyger,
who established the business here just
three years ago, cites the Charles
Dickens' classic and a certain Los
Angeles baseball team as inspiration
for the name of Harrisonburg's first
and only coffeehouse and art gallery,
Kyger's relatively new establishment has succeeded alongside the
area's more long-standing businesses
that have served the community for
decades. Jess' Quick Lunch, Glen's
Fair Price and Kline's Dairy Bar are a
few of the well-known places that
have traditionally brought area residents down to Court Square.

The growth both of James Madison
University and Harrisonburg itself has
brought a need for revitalization
downtown. While areas such as
Valley Mall and East Market Street
have seen considerable growth in the
past 10 years, Court Square has been
reluctant to change. Kyger, 31, says
he feels such renewal is overdue.
"I am really anticipating the possibility of growth down here. Any university town I've ever been to, students some time or another start
going downtown," Kyger says. "When
I started looking at retail space, everyone I talked to tried to gear me out
towards the mall. I just didn't like the
feel of it; it just felt too cold. I just
really wanted to be downtown."
Since the closing of Joker's Pub
downtown, Kyger says he feels the
city's downtown nightspots are few

and far between. "Right now, for students to come down here, there's no
reason for them to come down except
to come to my place," Kyger says.
Area investors have responded to
the need for business expansion with
a plan for downtown renewal. Some
possible efforts toward revitalization
include a 100-seat performance theater, a microbrewery and a farmers
market on Graham Street. While plans
are in the early stages, Kyger is excited about the increase in business that
such downtown renewal would bring.
"It would be excellent, great for
my business," he says.
Pat Doss, of the Rockingham
Chamber of Commerce, says the project is into the planning stage for renovating unused properties downtown.
Doss says the renovation effort was
spearheaded by Richard Marin, publisher of the Daily-News Record, and
JMU President Ronald Carrier, In
response, local banks have pledged
$7.5 million in low interest loans for
prospective entrepreneurs.
While Kyger awaits Harrisonburg's
urban renewal, there was a time
when Harrisonburg was the last place
he thought his business plans would

ft

Coffee and conversation is more than enough to lure patrons downtown.
see their fruition.
Glancing around the open, spacious environment of the Artful
Dodger, one notices the Los Angeles
flavor and a modern interior design
Kyger takes credit for. Artwork from
local and student artists round out the
coffehouse's decor.
Kyger, a Broadway native but long-
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Owner Thom Kyger, a Broadway native, patterns the Artful Dodger after the
coffehouses he frequented during the several years he lived in Los Angeles.

time resident of the Los Angeles area,
has brought some 'Left Coast' flavor
to the more conservative area with his
coffeehouse. He borrowed much from
the L.A.-style coffeehouses in planning his own. While living in Beverly
Hills, Kyger was within walking distance of at least three coffehouses.
"I have friends that have coffee
businesses out in California. Sooner
or later it was going to catch on back
here. I kind of targeted either
Georgetown or Old Town Alexandria
to move back and start a business."
In fall 1991, Kyger moved from
L.A. to the Washington area in hopes
of finding a site to start up his business. Available spots in Georgetown
were all in high crime areas, and Old
Town Alexandria proved too expensive to run a profitable coffeehouse,
"I was considering moving back to
California," Kyger says. "I gave up my
apartment in Georgetown and came
down here for a couple weeks. I met
some young professionals here in
town that encouraged me to give it a
shot here in Harrisonburg because it's
a college town, and it's a growing
town," Kyger says.
Starting the business required more
than a little renovation on Kyger's
part, however.
"It was a total mess. It was a
Curio 1995 • 13
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A comfortable chair and a game of chess round out a trip to the Artful Dodger.
Salvation Army before I moved in,
and before that, it was a shoe store
since 1948, so all along the wall there
were shoe racks."
Despite a knowledge of the business from friends and coffehouse
owners back in California, Kyger
wasn't sure his numbers would match
up in Harrisonburg.
"There's no businesses in the area
to compare it to, so that made it difficult. But I had my sales figures and
stuff from a totally different market,
so I had to adjust my business plan
for here. There was a good possibility
that it wouldn't be popular at all,"
Kyger explains.
But, he says, "As soon as I opened
the doors it was fantastic; the first six
weeks I was open it was incredible."
With a light lunch menu, the Artful
Dodger has taken advantage of the
lunch crowd downtown. "My friends
that have coffeehouses in California
don't sell any food they just sell
desserts and coffee."
Dr. Ralph Cohen, a JMU professor
and loyal patron of the coffeehouse,
says the business adds much to the
downtown area and hopes that students will help keep it in business
"I need the Artful Dodger and,
therefore, expect it will disappear.
Downtown needs the Artful Dodger,
14 • Curio 1995

so, therefore, I expect it will disappear. Whenever I need to do some
serious thinking, I go to the Artful
Dodger, order a 'doppio' and go into
overdrive. God bless the Artful
Dodger," Cohen says.

"whenever I need
to do some serious
thinking,

I go to

the Artful Dodger,
order

a

'doppio'

and go into overdrive.

Customers returning for a second
or third visit shouldn't be surprised if
things look just a bit different. Kyger
changes the art shows on a regular
basis, usually every month.
"Most of the coffeehouses I used to
go to, most all of them have art,
bookstores, things like that — record
stores, magazines," Kyger explains.

When first looking for art to display,
Kyger went outside the area for help.
"I was pretty fortunate. I had a
friend that had a good connection
with an artists' group out in
Pittsburgh. So they did my first couple
shows here. I had some real good
strong art shows to start out with."
Although several students have put
their work on display in the past few
years, Kyger says he still feels he is
lacking a strong response from the
university. "That's really disappointing
to me, because I really made a conscious effort at getting students' art
down here. A lot of the student's I've
talked to when they bring in their
portfolios or slides ... I tell them
they have to be framed, for some reason that really intimidates them."
Though he says he views himself
as open to different types of art, he
stays away from art patrons may find
offensive. "Just a few months back I
had a graduate student who had as
part of their work full frontal nudity.
I'm a private businessman, and I can't
really offend my customers."
Though not a regular part of his
business, Kyger does occasionally sell
off some of the works on display. "A
lot of the work 1 have up right now is
not for sale, but just for showing."
He says he isn't looking for a lot of
commission on art sales. "I only ask
10 percent. It's very low commission;
it's not like I have a huge volume [of
people] coming and going."
Along with works of art, Kyger
offers books, magazines, board
games, and a big screen TV to add to
the casual environment off the Artful
Dodger. He occasionally offers live
music and has had the Shenandoah
Shakespeare Express and the JMU
improvisational comedy group Cilia
perform as well.

CRAIG LANDIS is a senior mass communication major concentrating in
print media. Spring semester saw him
splitting time between Curio and ivorking as assistant sports editor for JMU's
The Breeze. After graduation, he will
pursue a career in print journalism.

Not

Your Average

Cup

of Joe

For novice coffee-drinkers wondering what they just ordered,
here is a quick look at some of the common coffeehouse beverages
As more coffehouses continue to
turn up on the East Coast, getting the
different drink variations straight is no
longer a diversion of the coffee-drinking elite. And though asking your
local barista, the person who makes
the drinks, seems like a good idea,
some may find it appealing to get an
idea of what a coffeehouse has to
offer before they arrive.
The Artful Dodger carries the distinction of being the area's first coffeehouse. So, for the most part, locals
shouldn't feel left out if the difference
between a latte and an au lait aren't
100 percent clear. The way each drink
is made varies greatly from place to
place. But this list, though far from
comprehensive, may shed some light
on the myriad of beverages made
from the coffee bean. The first section
lists the beverages on the Artful
Dodger's menu — the second lists
others that are popular coffeehouse
favorites, some of which the Artful
Dodger can make upon request.
Espresso
[ess-PRESS-o] A small
drink made by forcing hot water
under pressure through finely ground
coffee beans. The solo has one shot
of espresso while the doppio has two.
Varietal Cafe
denotes a certain
variety of coffee bean. The Artful
Dodger offers a different variety on a
weekly basis. Some common ones are
Brazilian Santos, Guatemala Antigua
and Jamaican Blue Mountain, the
name indicates the country and
estate, respectively, where the beans
are grown.
Cappuccino
[cap-uh-CHEE-no] A
shot of espresso with the remainder
being 50 percent steamed milk and 50
percent milk foam/froth.
An alternative description is onethird espresso, one-third steamed
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Cafe americano (coffee) is enough to fuel conversations for many patrons,
milk, one-third foamed milk.
Caffe Latte
[caf-AY LAH-tay]
Espresso with steamed milk and in
some shops, a small cap of foam. It
has less foam than a cappuccino. In
Australia: "'Latte' gets you a glass with
a shot of espresso and lots of milk
and some foam — half way between
a flat white and a cap. Has become
infinitely fashionable due to the need
for brass glass holders, which only
the fashionable coffeehouses have."
Cafe Mocha
cappuccino with
steam and frothed chocolate.
Steamer
steamed milk with a
selected extract flavor. Kyger uses the
popular Torani brand of extract.
Cloud
soda water over ice with
Torani extract blended into half and
half cream. Much like a cream soda,
Other Popular Drinks:
Breve
Espresso with steamed
"half and half" (or cream),
Cafe au lait
Coffee and heated

milk in latte proportions, but using
"regular" coffee (American filter coffee) instead of espresso. The "regular"
coffee should be brewed "double
strength" to better reflect the heavier
brew ratio used by Europeans.
Cafe Creme
The French name for
cappuccino.
Caffe Corretto
Espresso with a
dash of an alcoholic beverage, e.g.
sambuca.
Caffe Freddo
Iced coffee.
Caffe Lungo
A "long pull" espresso. It is an espresso diluted by allowing a longer extraction thereby resulting in a weaker drink.
Espresso Ristretto
A "short pull"
(stronger) espresso.
Espresso Granita
Frozen espresso, crushed and served in a parfait
glass topped with whipped cream.
The granita is a fast-growing favorite
in warm-weather states.
source: Over the Coffee
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Two's

Company?

James Madison University and the city of Harrisonburg
strive to accommodate each other
Article by Lee S. Bumgarner

Photo by Craig Newman

The incessant, rolling
thunder of bowling
ifv-can be heard in the
>, w
background at Harrison■• »
burg's Valley Lanes. Valley
■ -M.
>.
Lanes, used by JMU stu'• 3
35
dents and Harrisonburg
*>
residents alike, is one place
jr
Ml
where the JMU and
Sb
W.
V
Harrisonburg communities
often interact.
»-<2
This interaction has
t
increased dramatically over
the years with the quick
development of JMU.
? •
Within two decades, JMU
went from being a
PHOTO BY MIKE HEFFNER
women's normal school to
a coed university of more This aerial shot of James Madison University and parts of Harrisonburg shows how intethan 10,000 students, while grated the university is with the surrounding community.
the city nearly doubled to
30,000 residents. With this increase in students being inconsiderate to townsthe campus and the community as they
numbers comes an increase in interac- people. "They act as though they think
have developed since then.
tion with the community, and this the citizens of Harrisonburg owe them
"The ailes were very strict on camleads to potential problems.
something," he says.
pus compared to now," Green says.
Valley Lanes manager Joe Claypool
Another part of the problem,
"[For example], you weren't allowed to
says it has been his experience that the according to Gannon, is the misconsit on the lawn. The college did not
relationship between the school and ception that the two communities have
have a police department."
the community is fairly good.
to have an adversarial relationship.
Given the school's small size at the
In helping maintain that positive
"It doesn't necessarily have to be
time, it had yet to establish a full-time
relationship, Valley Lanes sets aside
that way," Gannon explains. "Students
police
force
separate
from
Sunday night for JMU students. It also have the idea that everyone in Harrisonburg, he says. During these
provides facilities for a JMU bowling Harrisonburg hates them, which isn't years, Madison only had a security
class and a JMU-supported Wednesday true. And townspeople have the
department. Most on-campus offenses
night bowling league.
impression that all students are snobs were handled by Harrisonburg police.
Kevin Gannon, a post graduate his- who don't care about the town, and
Green says he remembers the JMUtory student who works at the lanes,
that's not true either."
Harrisonburg relationship being a good
says his perspective on things is someOne person who has seen the relaone during that time, with students
what different from the average JMU tionship between the school and the
receiving little criticism from those
student because most of the people he Harrisonburg community from both within the community.
works with are from the community,
Problems may have increased over
sides is JMU Police Chief Larry Green,
Gannon says he believes the prob- who came to JMU in the early 1970s the years simply because the two comlems or bad feelings which sometimes
after working with the Harrisonburg munities have grown larger, he says.
crop up between students and mem"The people who live right against
police force. Green says he can see the
bers of the community are caused from differences in the relationship between the university are exposed to twice as
16 • Curio 1995

many students as they would have
been in those days," Green says. For
example, some of the things that may
normally irritate residents, such as students taking a shortcut through their
yards, have increased as well, he says.
Harrisonburg Vice Mayor Emily
Dingledine says some of the problems
over the years have come from people
with different lifestyles living in close
proximity to each other.
"The students will play their music
too loud, or they will party too much.
This is hard for the neighbors," she
says. She says she remembers one time
when students put furniture on the
rooftops of their residences. This bothered the home owners who lived
around them, she adds.
Green says he feels that while the
current relationship between the two
groups is positive, there are inevitably
problems and misunderstandings as
there is in almost any relationship. For
example, more than one JMU student
has condescendingly referred to someone from the Harrisonburg community
as a "townie."
Also, incidents ranging from occasional pranks and jokes to destruction
of residents' property by students also
cause problems, Green says. These
pranks can range from simple annoyances to real damage.
For example, Green remembers,

'
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Students should

just think before
they do things in
the community . . .
think how something they do^will
reflect on JMU.

The perception of a problem
between the two communities may
come from the tendency to remember
all the bad interactions and to forget all
the good interactions, according to
Green. It is his experience that the two
groups get along for the most part, he
says, and only a small minority cause
most of the problems.
"There is a tendency to blame the
entire student body for the actions of
one or two people," Green says.
Gannon says he sees much of the
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"Someone killed or injured someone's
dog, and that really inflamed people."
In recent years, bad feelings have also
developed over issues such as parking
and parking zones, Green says.
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reason for any bad feelings also comes
from misunderstanding. "I think a lot of
the reason people think there is a bad
relationship is that there is a small
number of people blowing everything
out of proportion."
However, JMU student and
Harrisonburg native Brian Estes says he
believes most residents "don't like"
JMU students. This is because "people
only tend to see bad things" and do
not remember the good things JMU
students do.
Estes says people he knew got
upset when JMU students protested
recently in Broadway for animal rights
because they felt it reflected upon their
community. There are ways to counteract this, he says.
"Students should just think before
they do things in the community . . .
think how something they do will
reflect on JMU," he says.
Despite these occasional conflicts,
Green says he feels the relationship is
improving. Proof of this lies in the fact
that more and more students are deciding to remain in the area after graduation, Green says. A lot of students
decide to stay in Harrisonburg because
they like the community.
Even though it may be financially
beneficial for JMU students to remain
in the area, Green says he thinks it is
misguided to look at the relationship
between the two communities only
from a financial standpoint. The interaction between the two groups is
enriched because students also contribute to the area culturally.
Ultimately, Green says, the
Harrisonburg residents generally like
the students, and the feeling is mutual.
"College students as a whole have
never really exhibited any hard feelings
towards the community," he says.

SUNDAY

DELIVER

TOWNtJMU

Harrisonburg and James Madison University enjoy a unique symbiosis. The
two not only coincide with each other, but in some instances, thrive off
each other, as is the case with this local delivery restaurant.

LEE S. BUMGARNER is a junior mass
communication major at JMU. Lee, a
veteran writer/or The Breeze, will be
working as a paid intern for his local
daily newspaper, The Star-Tribune. He
plans to pursue a career in journalism
and hopes to become involved in new
media.
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he rain comes down incessantly, devoid of bias or care.
Sometimes it pounds hard on the green shingles atop
the roof of the old house; a reminder that nature is
king. Other times it merely plinks down, drip-dropping
from the gutters with a soft lullaby that tries gently to
rock one to sleep. Through it all, however, Martha
Foltz remains oblivious to the world around her, content instead to reflect upon her hard, often tragic, past
as she begins to tell some of her story.
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challenged the committee to find a list to recommend to Congress that
She gazes at the fading wallpaper in
her kitchen without really noticing it,
of suitable sites in the Southern Shenandoah National Park be the first
park formed in the region, followed
Appalachian region.
recalling the painful labor pangs her
This would be a revitalization of an later by Smokies National Park.
family, along with hundreds of others,
Congress and President Calvin
idea originally proposed by Congress
went through in order to give birth to
Coolidge went
what is now the
v.t
along with the
Shen-andoah
V
\
decision, and
National Park.
:
in 1925 CoolIt is a story
□
a
idge signed a
4
tourists and hikM
n
*•
bill authorizing
ers who travel
Ul
the acquisition
along the Sky- mi
\V '
[i
i •• 4
of land for the
line Drive, which
m
park. Congress
runs the park's
length,
and
toiMi followed suit
in 1926 when
traipse by the H
it passed a bill
park's paths are
.V
permitting the
barely aware of,
park to be
if aware at all. It
established
is a story of how
upon receipt
these families
of title to the
were cast off the
land by the
land they had
federal govfarmed and lived
ernment from
upon for generathe state of
tions in the name
v>
Virginia. The
of regress rather
bill
further
than progress —
a regress geared (Above) Little remains of most of the homes that belonged to the 465 families evict- stipulated the
federal governat clearing the ed from the park in the 1930s. In most cases only a bit of stone, like this wall,
land of the serves as a memorial of the one-time inhabitants, the original houses having been ment would
not pay for any
effects of man to torn or burned down. (Opposite page) 'You can't tell where I lived. It's all growed
land acquisisave a bit of the up,' says Martha Foltz of the tangle of young trees behind her that used to be her
Appalachian home. Foltz lived and worked on the land behind her until, at ten years old, nature, tion, requiring
instead that the
chain in its nat- with a push from the government, evicted the long-time tenants.
state
either
ural splendor for
in legislation as early as 1901 and later purchase land or have it donated.
generations to come
Congress originally ordered the park
by area residents, including George
Freeman Pollack, owner of the Skyland encompass an area of 250,000 acres,
It is a story that began, before the
Resort, which is still located on the cur- with a total of 521,000 acres of land set
66-year-old Foltz was bom, in 1924
rent Shenandoah National Park land. It apart as potential park space. It was
when the Southern Appalachian
was in 1924, however, that the idea soon realized, however, this would be
National Park Committee was formed.
an unattainable goal, and the requirebegan to build momentum.
The committee was formed as a
Pollack became a vocal advocate of ment was reduced to 160,000 acres.
result of Stephen Mather's, then-direcFor the next eight years the state
the park's formation. He organized the
tor of the National Park Service, annual
Southern Appalachian National Park purchased tracts, soliciting donated
report on the previous year. In it he
Committee as a means to lobby land, and in some instances, evicting
stated, "There should be a typical secCongress for the formation of a park in people from the mountain chain to
tion of the Appalachian range estabthe area, preferably around his resort, gain the required amount of space.
lished as a national park, with its flora
A promotional film shown at the
located on the Stony Man Ridge area
and fauna conserved and made accesabove Luray. He was subsequently Lodge, located at Big Meadows, states
sible for public use and its developappointed to Mather's committee, that, "The people had won. . . . They
ment undertaken with federal funds."
where he actively began "enlightening" had decided against continued agriculHe sought to add national parks to
the other members as to the splendor tural exploitation of thousands of
the densely populated East Coast, since
square miles, and had returned it to
of the area.
the only park at the time was Acadia
In late 1924 the committee decided nature as would be proper."
National Park in Maine, and for this he
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But at what cost?
At the 1939 dedication speech for
the new park, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt spoke of
how the park's formation was a necessary step for the nation and the area to
take, a conservational necessity.
A large crowd, gathered on what is
now Big Meadows, heard the president
say, "We seek to pass on to our children a richer land. ... I now take great
pleasure in dedicating Shenandoah
National Park. Of dedicating it to this,
and to proceeding generations of
Americans, for the recreation and for
the re-creation which we find here."

By the time land acquisition ended
in 1939, a total of 465 families had
been removed from "their" land,
doomed to discover the "re-creation"
Roosevelt had spoken of carried more
than one meaning.
For them, it meant a re-creation of a
way of life.
Many people left the park voluntarily, anxious to start over elsewhere after
suffering through financial hardship
brought on by the Great Depression
and a decreasing quality of farming
soil. A few were allowed to remain on
their land until their death. But as a
local newspaper stated, "Some tracts
were not given up willingly."
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Despite the absence of human habitation within the
park for some time — the last resident in the park
proper died in 1979 — there remains tell-tale signs
of the former settlers, including a smattering of
small, family graveyards which are visible along the
back trails. The original goal of Shenandoah
National Park was to preserve a natural setting for
people to enjoy, but it remains to be seen whether
or not the ideal will be attained. The people can be
taken out of the park, but the trash, like this crumpled beer can cast over the side of The Oaks
Overlook, doesn't always follow after them.
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Foltz's family fell into this category.
Henry Jewell, Foltz's father, and his
family, lived on the eastern end of
what is now Skyline Drive near Hazel
Mountain for generations. Foltz's mother's family had lived on the western
side, in Jewell Hollow, for almost as
long. Farming along the mountainsides,
mostly growing apples, was all the
families had ever done or known.
As Foltz looks out over the Hazel
Mountain Overlook onto the land that
was her home, she becomes quiet. It is
difficult for her to pick out the exact
area where she grew up, as it is grown
over with new, virgin forest.
"I remember a picture of my dad sitting on that rock," she says, pointing to
a large boulder just off the parking
area. "You could see the orchard and
the house behind him."
She paces around the overlook,
searching for signs of what used to be
her home. Looking for the narrow road
that used to provide access to the twostory house that she and her five brothers and sisters grew up in. Looking for
some hint of the plot that made up her
home of 10 years, although the wood
frame would not be visible even if the
forest wasn't there, as it had been
burned down upon their eviction.
"I can't even see any apple trees,"
she laments as she tries to keep out of
the cold wind that whistles through the
new leaves on the trees around her.
Back at her house she smiles a bit
as she talks about of how her family
used to make due in the rough times
while she grew up in the mountains.
They were forced to move out of the
gap in 1939 when she was just 10years-old, but she remembers how her
mother used to make everything for
the family because there were no
stores nearby, the closest being several
miles, by horse, over the mountain.
"We didn't even know what a piece
of clothes was," she says. "She [her
mother] made every piece of our
clothes. . . . She used to get those different color feed bags and make all our
clothes. I remember she would make
our butter and cheese. She would put
the milk in those big milk cans on the
back of the stove. When it turned to

Front
Royal

Shenandoah
While there are no dramatic
plans to expand the park — in
fact the park administration
denies wanting to acquire
more land due to budgetary
constraints and an overburdensome land management situation — there are some small
projects they would like to see
come to fruition. These are a
series of land trades, which
allow them to trade hard-tomanage spokes of park land.
The map demonstratesarcas
that can cause them headaches,
and the way they can be cured.
The park also keeps paths,
which can run through private
property, open to the public by
either working out a "contract"
with the owners giving hikers
access to the trails, or finding a
bypass route should the owners be unwilling to concede a
right-of-way for visitors.

National Park?

The Dilemma:
• The Shenandoah National Park depends on the ability to trade for, or
acquire outright, parcels of land in order to manage itself more effectively. Parcels such as these trapped enclaves of land, (1) split by a
spoke of park land (2), do the park and the surrounding area no good,
according to Lyn Rothgeb, public affairs specialist for the park. They
are difficult to manage and maintain.
Panorama
The Solution:
• The park has the authority and the ability to negotiate a land
trade, or to accept land gifts when necessary. For instance, if
the park's administration were able to trade the owners of the
lands labelled (1) for the land labelled (2), that would be legal. It
would also create a more even and easy to manage packBig Meadow:
age of land. The land labeled (1) could also be given to
the park.
• The Bliley Bill before Congress now could severely curtail this management function. The bill would limit the park
to its current 196,000 acres, thus making it illegal to obtain
more land, no matter how it is obtained.
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About Shenandoah National Park:
Total acres within realm of park • 521,000
Actual acreage of park • 196,000
Year Skyline Drive begun • 1931
Year Skyline Drive completed • 1939
Year park dedicated • 1939
Employees *120 permanent, 80 seasonal
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cheese, she would hang it out to dry."
She becomes amused at this for a
moment, and explains that when she
talks to the students at Shenandoah
Elementary School, where she works
as a janitor, they are always surprised
when she talks about her childhood.
They "just can't believe that we made
our own clothes and produced our
own food," she says.
As she sifts through a pile of old
photos spread across the small dining
room table, Foltz tells about how the
life they lived at their mountain home
caused the family to be more closeknit than their lowland counterparts.
She stops periodically to tell a story
about some of the people in the photos, pointing out how the family
depended on each other for everything from entertainment to food.
When asked about how they were
affected by the new park, and their
subsequent removal from the lands,
she only smiles half-heartedly for a
moment before answering curtly.
"We met some of the nicest people
up there. We had a beautiful garden
and beautiful land . . . now it's gone,"
she says as the smile leaves her face
for a moment.
Her father was a bit more adamant
about his feelings on losing the only
home he had ever know.
"He wouldn't even talk about it,
except maybe to cuss it," she says, the
smile returning to her face.
In a 1991 book titled US vs. NFS:
Virginians defending The Bill of
Rights, authors Leri Thomas and
Alice Menks give a somewhat over-dramatized, if not troubling, indication of
how serious this issue remains to people dwelling on the borders of the park
even now. The book, which also deals
with other Virginia historic battle sites
and parks, categorizes what the
authors, both Madison County residents living within minutes of the park,
see as a type of human rights violation.
They assert in the first chapter, "The
National Park Service has mounted an
attack on Virginians; not a frontal
assault, but a cancer that is eating at
the life, liberty and pursuit of happi22 • Curio 1995

ness Thomas Jefferson proclaimed.
Around Shenandoah National Park, an
area of 196,000 acres, the NFS is formulating a plan to acquire or control as
much as an additional 327,000 acres."
This despite the fact that the park
has grown by only about 20,000 acres
since 1935, when it started with
176,000 acres, but it has an outer limit
of 521,000 acres set aside for potential
use. It is that acreage that unnerves the
residents around it, especially when

I wouldn't mind livin
back up there again.
I loved it up there.
Martha Foltz

they see a land survey, administered by
the park, in evidence.
While the pages of Thomas' and
Menks' book tend to lapse into overly
conspiratorial accusations, concern and
worrisome sentiment are a very real
occurrence among people living near
or within the park's borders.
The Park Service has undertaken a
Related Lands Study during recent
years that has many of its neighbors
barkening back to the days when their
fathers and grandfathers lost their
homes in the name of preservation.
At a recent open house held by the
Park Service to display the results of a
portion of the study, one man, who
declined to give his name, said he
would, "rather burn the land than let
the government steal it again."
Not all of the park's neighbors,
however, field quite as militant a viewpoint, but even some of the National
Park system's supporters either identify
or sympathize with the land acquisition
fears expressed by their brethren.
"If somebody wanted to kick me off
my land, even though the national
park is great from my perspective, I
would probably refuse. I would say
'Oh, that's great for other people, but,
you know, what about my home?"

Greg Everhart, a Charlottesville-based
artist, asks.
Everhart is busy at work on an oil
painting intended to show what the
national parks mean to him, a piece he
will eventually enter in a Park Service
sponsored contest.
As he continues to battle the stiff
breezes blowing across Big Meadows
on the sunny afternoon, he tells a few
adventure-filled stories of his past, periodically offering opinions on the
National Park system and what the
Shenandoah meant to him as a
, child, and what he sees in it now.
"I remember hiking around as a
kid and coming across old farmhouses. You'd go down there and
nobody had been in them for a long
time, but I'd get a real sense of what
it was like, maybe, living down
here," he says, pausing for a second
to clean off the bugs deposited on
his canvas by the wind. "It was
probably pretty brutal."
The fear of land loss and a repeat
of some of the horror stories of the
park's early years have prompted a
pair of area congressmen, Bob
Goodlatte and Thomas Blilely, to propose a bill in Congress that would
freeze Shenandoah at its current
196,000 acres — roughly 38 percent of
the park's total land allotted by
Congress in 1926.
This all sits uneasily with Lyn
Rothgeb, public affairs specialist
at Shenandoah National Park.
The problem is, according to her,
one more of miscommunication
between the parties than of land acquisition that leads to the apparent animosity toward one of the oldest national parks in the East.
"I feel very sad and upset when I
see them [park area landowners] upset
because of some past history that we
have nothing to do with," she says as
she leans back in her chair, an exasperated look on her face.
"The government won't have the
money to go out and buy land," she
points out, stating that budgetary constraints and ability to manage the land
prohibit the Park Service from seeking
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The markings on this tree denote more than just a clear route along the Appalachian Trail, which winds its way
through the Park. The future seems clear for the 521,000 acre preserve as man's comfort takes a back seat to nature.
any new land; in effect, making fear of
land loss a non-problem.
Rothgeb is quick to point out that
she understands and sympathizes with
the concerns of those around her. She
admits that the way the land was originally acquired could have been handled in a better way and admits that
the park is working with various
groups, such as the Children of the
Shenandoah, to help determine the
truest history of the park's creation,
part of an effort to make sure that this
problem doesn't pop up again.
"The reason for the Shenandoah's
being was to be a natural area, " she
says. "Only recently have we started
looking at the cultural aspects of it."
She sees the problems between the
park and the people as a misunderstanding of the park's mission and
goals, a fire that has been fueled by the
recent and controversial land study.
The study, Rothgeb explains, is actually just a way for Shenandoah
National Park and the Park Service to

inventory the land within the 521,000
acre boundary. In this way, it can be
determined which areas of land might
be in need of future incorporation or
protection by the park. Conversely, the
study also allows them to see which
parcels of land would be inadequate
for park use.
Sitting in her cramped office as an
early spring breeze blows through the
fir trees outside her small window, she
is quick to point out that much of the
land outside the park's acreage, but
within the 521,000 acre border, is too
developed to be considered.
The park at its furthest edges runs
through or near many towns, including
Waynesboro at the southern-most tip,
Front Royal to the north, and Luray,
Madison and Standarsville, to name a
few, along its east and west borders.
It is just this proximity to urban
development that brings the park
administration's main concern: air pollution, which has been rearing its head
so much the past couple of decades,

that only 16 percent of summer days
can be classified as good anymore.
A "good" rating indicates a 30+ mile
field of view. On most summer days,
however, it becomes difficult to see
Massanutten Peak from Swift Run Gap,
where route 33 crosses the park on its
way to and from Harrisonburg.
"Air quality is a major, major concern at this park," Rothgeb says.
All of this is so much buzzing in the
ears of Foltz, however. Her concern
lies not with the transgressions of the
past, nor with the Park Service's vision
for the future.
Rather, she is content to remember
her home for the happiness it gave her
and her family as a child.
"I wouldn't mind livin' back up
there again. I loved it up there."

Senior CRAIG NEWMAN will be working
for the Oshkosh Northwestern in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin after having spent the last year as
managing editor o/The Breeze.
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For pleasure or profit,
Villager Antiques has prize selection
Article by Katy E. Larkin Photos by Nicki Campbell
Graphic by Edie Fleshood and Katy E. Larkin

Antiques can fill a room with beauty, culture, history and, at the very least, lots
of dust. Nevertheless, Grandma's dusty
old desk in the attic everyone thought was junk
might be worth a few polished grand. Simply
put, antiques are not junk. Like Grandma's
house, antique stores are cluttered with the
aura and smell of the past. The only difference
is each piece in the store is finely dusted and
polished to its peak beauty.
One of these more traditional antique stores
is nestled right on the outskirts of the Friendly
City at 673 North Main Street. A passer-by might
overlook the flat-faced brick building set discreetly along the street with the neighboring
The Little Grill. However, Villager Antiques,
with its small-town, village-like appearance, is
crowded with antique furniture and stained
glass, reeling in collectors and dealers from as
far as California who come for high quality and
high volume investments. Villager, which is corporately owned out of West Virginia, has been
in Harrisonburg for about seven years since it
24 • Curio 1995

opened in 1988, but store manager Bob Kite
has been in the business for 25 years now.
Since Kite is half owner in the business, which
also includes the 20,000 square foot Old
Factory Antique Mall made up of 69 dealers, he
is a man who knows his market.
"My business does very good because I carry
high quality and high volume with low
markup," Kite says. "I deal only with good reputable dealers, someone who has been in the
business awhile and is successful in it."
Very few of Kite's antiques come from collectors in the area, but instead from several different collectors in Baltimore, Philadelphia and
Cincinnati. "I sell to people all over so, overall,
I try to carry a real good quality," Kite says.
To be successful in the antique business,
one must know how to invest and what to
invest in, which means first distinguishing
among antiques, collectibles and junk. "If it was
junk when it was made, just because [the piece]
is old doesn't mean it's a good antique. It
doesn't matter how old it is — it could be 200

years old, but not in
desk standing around
good condition. Most
seven feet tall with
people don't see the
glass book cabinets
difference between
lining either side, is
r
used furniture and
originally carved,
good antiques or colquarter-sawed oak,
lectibles. Collectibles
which means that the
are susceptible to the
wood is sawed in
market, [meaning] they
quarters before it is
le
may appreciate in
cut into lumber,-givvalue one day and fall
ing the grains a tigerto rock bottom the
like appearance. For a
other," Kite says, referpiece with this kind
ring to jars and bottles
of quality, one would
people store in their
look to start at around
pantry for years, hop$3,000 wholesale.
ing they may be worth
"Any time the grain is
something one day.
fancier, [the antique]
"Antiques are a true
is more desirable. I
investment, something Arriving at Villager with some helpers to pick up his oak secretary, Brian don't think I have any
you can make money Arnold lingers behind, eyeing an antique table and bed frame.
straight-grained oak in
off of. A good antique
here, except that
should appreciate rapidly. When I sell many were produced, so there is really dumpy little desk over there," Kite
somebody something, I like to feel no value there."
says, pointing to a plain little study
they make money when they buy it
In addition to all these factors is the desk shoved to the side of the store.
because I try to sell under its worth," wood and wood finish of the piece.
The styles of wood lining the narKite says.
Wood can be solid or veneered, mean- row walls of Kite's store vary in type,
ing a sheet of decorative wood was from the tiger oak secretary toward the
How Much Are We Talkin'?
placed over top of a base substance to back of the store to the intricatelyAs with anything one purchases, the give the antique a solid appearance.
carved Victorian walnut bed frame and
price depends upon the product. With The veneering process used prior to the solid mahogany Chinese Zodiac
antiques, one will pay for quality, the 1900s has more value than a piece table sitting front and center, just waitcraftsmanship, how well the antique veneered in the 1930s or 40s, when the ing to be someone's prize find. The
was originally made, the uniqueness of veneering used was less expensive and Zodiac table has each animal threethe piece, timeless appeal and rarely, if less time consuming, Kite says. "The dimensionally-carved into the table,
all these factors prevail, the age of the way to tell the difference between a and, with such an original quality, this
product. "For example," Kite explains, good antique and junk is the piece of piece will appreciate rapidly, starting
"the Singer sewing machines made wood over the furniture. Wood patinas from around $1,200.
back in the turn of the century that a [changes color] with age, and a lot of
On a different end of the spectrum
lot of people have in their homes, so times, people will strip off what is the are Kite's stained glass antiques, includmost
desirable ing window pieces as well as decorawood to make it tive lamps. With sunrays shining in
look light, but the through the front of the store, the
original finish is antique window glass cannot help but
worth more."
catch the attention of curious eyes. All
Oaks are a lot of Kite's stained glass was made with
harder to carve and the lead-came process, as opposed to
work with, so a the copper or lead foil process often
solid-carved oak used these days, and runs from about
antique will be $200 up. Although the lead-came
worth more than if process is more time-consuming, it
it was any alternate gives the glass a sturdier, more darklywood. For exam- defined and traditional look than most
ple, the double- modem stained glass. "I sell a lot of it,"
te±r
i.ii.
. i
sided tiger oak sec- Kite agrees, clarifying that he deals
Dr. Swallow hangs stained glass throughout her office.
retary, a fold-out only in American art glass, which does
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not include English or old church glass.
First Come, First Serve!
"They are real nice and decent people. They're honest, knowledgeable . .
.
says Dr. Elizabeth Swallow, a collector and now customer of Kite's, who
was first lured into the store by the
stained glass displayed in the windows.
When Swallow discovered Villager, she
was dining next door at The Little Grill.
"I knew of them," she recalls, "but
when I would go to dinner, they were
never open." Swallow would peer
through the store windows occasionally before she was able to get inside for
a look. "I think it was the stained glass
that hooked me," she confesses.
Swallow has since decorated her two
offices, one in Harrisonburg and the
other in Elkton, with stained glass, all
from Villager Antiques.
Hanging in the windows throughout
both offices, Swallow admits she is
proud of her "new" finds. "It gives my
patients something to look at besides
deer heads and blank walls," she says,
noting that there are a couple of doctors' offices in town that actually have
deer heads bolted up on their waiting
room walls.
Instead, she says, with the sun shining into the office through the glass, "It
gives a kind of feeling like having
holes in a styrofoam cup."
Swallow's Elkton office, a big old
white house with a wrap-around
porch, has an open staircase and skylights, which is also a good place for
her stained glass, she says. "I'm sitting
here now and sunlight is just streaming
through," she says softly through the
telephone receiver.
Swallow prefers to invest in the old
stained glass as opposed to the more
modem glass, she says, partly because
the new glass is out of her price range.
"There's a certain different feeling with
the old stuff, though. They're all different and they all have their own little
personalities," she says.
Although she admits to buying
antiques as investments, Swallow
assures that she mainly buys them for
pleasure. "It's like any other investment
— you have to sell it to get money out
26 • Curio 1995
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This double-sided secretary demonstrates quality hand-carved tiger oak.
of it. [Instead], it's just nice to use and
live with pretty things."
In addition to Swallow, Bob Kite has
won the business and respect of many
other collectors here in the Valley.
Stopping by Villager on a Saturday
afternoon to pick up his oak secretary,
Brian Arnold, collector and frequent
patron of Kite's, is distracted by the
walnut bed frame and what he calls a

mahogany Noah's Ark table on his way
in. In a week's time, Arnold has tagged
the two pieces, or, as he says, puts
them on "layaway" before he misses
the chance.
"There's a place in Charlottesville
that I deal with," Arnold says, "but it's
the out-of-the-way places, like Villager
and a dealer I know out Port Road,
where you find some really nice stuff

that you don't expect to find.
"Bob Kite is one of my favorite people to deal with because he's honest. A
lot of other people you deal with, [for
example] I've walked in [other antique
stores] and they will have a desk set at
$8,000, but they will knock it back
three grand. It's called high grossing.
They mark it way up and then you
have to talk it down, Bob's not like
that," Arnold says.
Arnold is primarily interested in
antiques for the beauty and workmanship in each of them. "Most furniture
nowadays," Arnold explains, "if [manufacturers] took the time they did in the
olden days, they wouldn't make any
money. It would take too much time."
For example, Arnold points to a pinewood fold-out desk with mahoganyfaced drawers sitting in the side parlor
of his quaint Harrisonburg home.
Pulling out one of the mahogany-faced
drawers, he shows how the desk is an

example of great, quality
craftsmanship. "Each of
these drawers are dovetailed, so instead of stapling the comers together
as they would in a factory,
the wood is cut so that the
drawers fit neatly together
in all four comers.
"For the same price you
can buy a brand new
piece of furniture, you can
invest in an antique, and if
you take care of it, it won't
lose its value," Arnold
says.
He plans to stick with
collecting antiques, he
says, but that he doesn't
promise he will hold onto
them all forever. "I buy for
pleasure, but I can't say I
won't ever be a dealer. I
could see where it'd be
something
1 d enjoy,
but
for
now, I just
love
anVillager Antiques store manager Bob Kite stands in
tiques."
"I have a front of a Victorian dropfront walnut dresser.
lot of favorite pieces that I could time until my dealers said, 'You take all
r
never part with, and the good stuff home,"' Kite exclaims.
each comes from a difWhether it's the potential profit of a
ferent place," Arnold piece or the beauty and age of a time
says. But when asked to now past, antiques are enjoyed by
pinpoint his three devoted collectors and dealers alike,
favorite, he struggles for and Villager Antiques gives those in the
an answer. "It's like chil- Shenandoah Valley an easy opportunidren. It's hard to love ty to take home the finest.
one better than the
other. I can't distinguish
between the three."
KATY E. LARKIN, a native of
So how does Kite let Portsmouth, is a junior majoring in
so many of Grandma's
mass communication and minoring in
favorites pass hands
Latin. After graduating, she wants to
without keeping the
teach Latin awhile and travel. Katy's
best beauties for himlong-term goals include writing for a
self? Unlike Arnold,
music magazine and eventually workKite's collecting days are
ing toward a degree in pharmacy.
over and, for the sake
of his customers, he
EDIE D. FLESHOOD is a senior mass
chooses to remain strictcommunication and English minor
Stained glass spreads light and livens up the lobby in ly on the business end. from Mecbanicsville. She plans to purDr. Elizabeth Swallow's Harrisonburg office.
"I did [collect] at one
sue a career in desktop publishing.
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Sketches from JMU's Past
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Challace McMillin stands on the field of JMU's Bridgeforth Stadium, built two
years after the football program's formation. McMillin, who served as head
coach for 13 years, now teaches sports psychology at the university.

Challace McMillin tried to psyche out opponents
as JMU's first football coach. Now, a different type of
psychology takes preference in his life.
CHANGING TIDES
During the fall, there is a time
in the late afternoon when the
sun begins to set and the sky undergoes a brilliant transformation of colors. On a game day at Bridgeforth
Stadium, home to JMU's football team,
spectators can watch the pinks and
lilacs merge into one over the distinctive cupola situated atop Wilson Hall
on the Quad. At the end of a successful domination of a visiting team, the
award-winning marching band will
strike up the fight song, the players will
raise their gold helmets in victory, and
the 9,000 purple-decked fans will cheer
in pride as the team trots off the
OmniTurf field. In this pristine image
of the idyllic Saturday afternoon colle-

giate football game, this creates a picture-perfect ending.
When Challace McMillin took the
helm as Madison College's first football
coach in 1972, there certainly weren't
9,000 spectators clamoring to watch the
Dukes. And the team certainly never
had a chance to raise its helmets in the
self-satisfaction of downing an opponent — Madison College failed to score
a single point during the five-game
inaugural season.
Today, the Dukes are coming off
their most successful season to date,
compiling a 10-3 record and advancing
to the quarterfinals of the NCAA playoffs. As the program slowly becomes a
dominant power in Division I-AA, current athletic director Don Lemish hopes

to move the program to the Division I
level in about 10 years.
In the fall, the team also begins its
first season under head coach Alex
Wood, only the fourth football coach
in JMU's history. Wood has experienced big-time college football, winning two national championships as an
assistant coach at University of Miami
between 1989-'92.
It doesn't always take years of experience to lead a team to the upper echelons of success, however. For when
Challace McMillin became football
coach on July 17, 1972, it was less than
three months before the first game. He
had no team. He had no football stadium. He had no scholarships.
Only three years later, the football
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team would celebrate a 10-game
undefeated season.
TEPPING OFF ON THE
im
RIGHT FOOT
McMillin was already
S
\working at Madison College when
then-athletic director Dean Ehlers
6
3
named him head football coach.
He had followed Ehlers to
Madison in 1971 from Memphis,
Tenn., where Ehlers was the
director for city high school athletics and McMillin was an athletic
1
director, football coach and track
coach. Ehlers offered him the *
opportunity to begin a track and
field program at the college, so he
was more than aware of the
responsibilities and perils of
jump-starting a new collegiate
athletic program,
PHOTO COURTESY OF JMU
"I was really excited about the
opportunity because my dream Gary Clark, an All-Pro player after leaving JMU, runs with the ball against Liberty.
had been to one day coach on
the college level. It was part of my
Things didn't much improve for the nowhere to play," he explains. "We
dreams, part of my goals," says team as the season progressed. The started from scratch."
McMillin, a soft-spoken man who still Dukes were outscored by Salisbury
The next two seasons were ones of
retains a hint of his southern accent. State University, Fork Union Military marked improvement. The Dukes
"So when the opportunity came, I was Academy and Hargrave Military upped their record in 1973 to 4-5 while
excited about the challenge
Academy by a combined margin of continuing to face military academies,
— not only coaching in
134-0. Madison College ended junior varsity squads and a community
college, but having the
college. Madison College celebrated its
the season 0-4-1.
opportunity to start a
"For the first team, first season as a varsity squad in 1974
program from scratch
there was no opportu- with the opening of Bridgeforth
was something very few
nity to recruit, and so Stadium and a winning year. The
people have the opporwe just had to take Dukes went 6-4, including a 20-17 victhose
students tory at Salisbury State — a team that
tunity to do."
who were already had whipped Madison 55-0 in 1972.
The program began
here or incoming
It was the 1975 season that stood
with a team of 34 men, all
freshmen who out as a banner event. After opening
regular Madison College students with no collegiate football
had been admit- the season with a 0-0 tie against
experience. After beginning practed. It was just Glenville State, the Dukes rattled off
taking those that nine straight wins to accumulate a 9-0tice the second week of September
1972, three weeks later the Dukes were here and trying to put them 1 record and claim the Virginia College
faced Shepherd College's junior varsity together as a team. We didn't have a Athletic Association title. Those who
squad as their first opponent. The lot of athletes," McMillin explains, joined the squad as freshmen in 1972
game remained scoreless until the third laughing at the memory. "We had a lot had gone from beaten to unbeatable in
quarter, when the Shepherd quarter- of fine young men who were willing to only four years.
back hit a halfback for a touchdown. work hard."
"That was a rather unique experiThe missed extra point was unimporEhlers says he also remembers the ence, to see them start from nothing
tant — Madison College was unable to time as one of challenges. "We had a and go undefeated through their senior
score, dropping the game 6-0.
limited staff, limited facilities and year," McMillin says.
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The good fortune returned for the
1976 season, as JMU tied C.W. Post for r
^
4
first place in the NCAA Division III poll
early in the season. After a short stint
of Division I status in 1978, JMU
dropped down to Division II for a year
before moving to its current status as a
Division I-AA team in 1980. The first
few seasons of the new decade were
far from prosperous for McMillin and
his squads. JMU lost 14 of 21 games in
a two-season span.
Then came 1982. On the surface,
there was not a combination of characteristics which pointed to a potentially
banner year. The Dukes had lost their
most successful field goal kicker to
date, Scott Norwood, to graduation.
PHOTO COURTESY OF JMU
Wide receiver Gary Clark was entering
his junior year as a strong candidate for McMillin celebrates after his team
postseason awards. And a freshman downs UVa. 21-17 in 1982.
named Charles Haley had joined the
3-8 in 1983 while racked with injuries.
team at the linebacker position.
"We felt like we had a chance to be After JMU lost 9-6 to East Tennessee
very competitive in '82. It was a good State in 1984, dropping the Dukes'
team," McMillin says. "I can't honestly record to 4-5 with two games remainsay I had any idea what kind of record ing, rumbles began in the media about
we would have. . . . We opened up the possible firing of McMillin come
season's end.
with a very tough schedule," he recalls.
The rumor got its start with a comIncluded in those "tough" games
was a matchup in Charlottesville with mentary by Jerry Lindquist in the
the University of Virginia for the third Richmond Times-Dispatch, proclaiming
1984 to be McMillin's 13th and final
game of the season. In a game highseason.
"One day soon he will be sumlighted by an 80-yard touchdown pass
moned
by
President Ronald Carrier and
caught by Clark, the Dukes pulled out
given
the
news
officially," he wrote.
a 21-17 win over the Cavaliers, the
"The
skids
have already been
Dukes' first — and currently only —
greased,"
he
wrote.
win over a Division I-A opponent.
McMillin dismissed his detractors at
McMillin says he knew early on that
the
time, telling The Breeze, JMU's camteammates Clark and Haley had special
pus
newspaper, "I'll let people contintalents. "Both were very fast learners
ue
to
speculate."
because they were good practice playThe
JMU football team won their
ers," McMillin says about Clark, now
final
two
games, but it wasn't enough
with the Miami Dolphins, and Haley,
to
save
McMillin's
job. On Nov. 19,
an All-Pro Dallas Cowboy linebacker.
1984,
McMillin
was
fired
as JMU's head
"Both had the tremendous desire to
football
coach,
ending
with
a career
excel and do well. Certainly, they are
record
of
67-60-2.
the two finest athletes that I know I
Ehlers offered to let the coach
coached while I was here."
resign, but McMillin says today he preferred to be fired for very specific reaA whole new ball game
The Dukes finished the sea- sons. "The job that we had done and
son at 8-3, but fell to a dismal that we were doing was a good job,"

he says 11 years after his dismissal as
head coach.
"To resign was to say that we
weren't doing the job that needed to
be done. I couldn't honestly agree with
that," McMillin explains.
Nor did McMillin let his firing cause
permanent professional resignation.
McMillin returned to school to earn his
degree in sports psychology, and now
he teaches coaching preparation classes as well as a course dealing with the
psychological and sociological aspect
of sports.
McMillin also works with varsity
teams and individual athletes on mental preparation for games and ways to
enhance performance.
He says he does not miss coaching,
and enjoys working with his students.
The caring attitude he had for his
teams probably lent a hand to his success for so many years.
"He's an outstanding person —
organized, had a great rapport with his
players," Ehlers says. "He was very
well-liked."
Only 23 years after the inaugural
season of JMU football, he says he is
not surprised at the success level of the
university's sport.
After all, McMillin and his coaching
staffs also had the dream — a dream of
cheering crowds, victories and national
recognition all nestled in the cozy confines of the Valley.
"In reality, we started with nothing,
and by 1982 we had beaten the
University of Virginia. We had brought
the program to a pretty high level. . . ."
he says.
"I'm not surprised it's been successful on a I-AA level because I think we
had a very strong foundation laid."

ALISON BOYCE is a junior with a double major in mass communication and
English. After three years of box scores
in the sports section, she will serve as
editor o/The Breeze for 1995-96. She
has an internship at The Sporting
News in St. Louis this summer.
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Going

Greek

From old houses to old memories, the system still lives on
Article by Suzanne Martin

It's hard to imagine a time when
what are now everyday occurrences and staples of James
Madison University weren't commonplace on this campus. The football stadium. D-hall. Men. The Greek system
is another institution that developed
from non-existence to general acceptance as a part of JMU life.
Greek life is pretty much accepted
on this campus, according to Mike
Way, JMU's judicial coordinator,
because there are activities for everyone to be involved in. At the same
time, at JMU students don't have to be
Greek to be social or to be involved.
The history of Greek organizations
at JMU doesn't begin with the history
of the university itself. As a matter of
fact, in the early days of what was then
Madison College, the attitude of the
faculty, spearheaded by Elizabeth
Cleveland, a member of the original
faculty, was that the school had no
sororities at present, had had none in
the past and would have none in the
future, according to Madison College:
The First Fifty Years, a history of JMU
written by Raymond C. Dingledine Jr.
There was even a skull and crossbones
representing the attitude in the 1911
edition of the Schoolma'am.
Finally, in 1939, the school's administration allowed Greek letter organizations to establish chapters at Madison
College, Alpha Sigma Alpha and Sigma
Sigma Sigma sororities, both of which
were started at Longwood College in
Farmville, were established in May of
that year.
Once the Greek system got off the
ground, expansion came rapidly. A
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These pages appeared in the 1911 edition of the Schoolma'am to summarize
the faculty's feelings on the sorority situation.
third sorority, what was later to be
known as Sigma Kappa, was added in
fall 1939, and Sigma Upsilon sorority
was added in 1942.
In fall 1942, the Greek system experienced another big change in its
expansion as sororities moved into
houses along South Main Street, directly across from campus. Some of the old
houses, such as the Zirkle House, are
now owned by JMU.
Lorraine Strickler, an Alpha Sigma
Alpha at Madison College in the late
'40s, recalls living in the sorority house
on South Main.
"It wasn't very big," she says,
adding, "but it was a very good experience, and I was very dismayed when
they tore the house down and moved
everyone [on campus in 1978]."

Another important addition to the
Greek population, as well as that of
Madison College, came in 1947 with
the admission of men. Once World
War II ended, men had been admitted
to Madison as day students.
Once here, some felt the need for a
male Greek letter organization, and in
spring 1947, Sigma Delta Rho became
the first men's fraternity at Madison
College and remained the only one
until the addition of Phi Alpha Epsilon
in 1962.
Strickler says she remembers the
time well when the fraternities were
new. She added that the sororities
didn't do things with the fraternities
like they do now.
"At that time, it was still an all-girl's
school," she recalls.

"It was right after the war, and the
men had just come out of the Army
and wanted to further their education,"
she says.
Instead of mixing with the fraternity,
.13
the sororities instead had teas, which ■/
were basically small social gatherings
where refreshments were served and
I
often times books were read. There
were also other non-alcoholic events,
Strickler says. At that time, alcohol was
strictly prohibited for everyone at Carter House
Madison, and anyone caught with it
was kicked out of school. The group
also did service projects, such as an
outreach project for children.
Being a part of Madison's Greek system was a good experience, Strickler
■
remembers. "We were a very close
group and still are," she says proudly.
"We were also very close to our sister sorority, tri-Sig. We still keep in
touch and get together. As a matter of
fact, I just recently went to Richmond
and had lunch with some of them," Zirkle House
Strickler explains.
Women's organizations continued to
grow in number and size during the
years, finally slowing around 1958. At
that point, Madison College had eight
sororities and still only one fraternity.
The popularity of men's organizations really began to escalate in 1970.
In the 20 years to follow, 13 more fraternities were established at Madison,
and at least one has a colony here.
These are groups that hope to be a
Shenandoah Hall
chapter but have not yet received permission from the national organization.
Donna Harper was an Alpha Sigma
Alpha at Madison in the '70s. As she
begins to talk about some of her memories of those days, her face noticeably
brightens as she remembers some of
the fun she had.
"Greek Week was going on then.
We had Greek Sing, but it was done
differently than they do it now. It was
very formal. The guys wore jackets,
COURTESY JMU
and the women wore dresses, and Sprinkle House
everything was done in three-part harmony," she says, laughing as if she can Sororities lived in houses like these in
the 1940s before moving on campus.
hardly believe it herself.

She recalls the time in 1976, after
Greek Sing had switched over to having themes, when everyone wanted to
do a patriotic theme to celebrate the
200th anniversary of United States
independence. At that time, no two
organizations could use the same song
in their performance.
Due to an oversight, she says, Sigma
Sigma Sigma ended up using the Battle
Hymn of the Republic right before
Alpha Sigma Alpha's routine, which
included the same song. "Both groups
ended up using it, but ASA won, so it
was OK," Harper jokes.
Around 1973-75, mixers between
sororities and fraternities began, Harper
says. Almost all fraternities had some
sort of facility, mostly on campus, that
they rented for meetings and mixers.
"Dancing was the big thing back
then," she says smiling. "And of course,
the time [that the mixers began] was
different. We started much earlier."
One of Harper's fondest memories
of her time as a collegiate Greek, she
says, involved Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity, with whom the members of Alpha
Sigma Alpha were very close.
"We had a big rivalry with SPE," she
says as a mischievous grin slides across
her face. "We used to steal things from
each other's houses and serenading
was a big thing. We challenged them
to a soccer game and got the Astroturf
and everything.
"It really seemed to mark the beginning of the time when males and
females in the organizations could be
friends and not just each other's dates.
It was really the beginning of the
Greek system and a big part of the
transition. It was really a neat rivalry,"
she fondly adds.
Perhaps the most significant addition to the Greek system at Madison
was made possible by the university
itself with the completion of university
housing for Greeks in 1978.
Donna Harper, currently the director
of JMU's Health Center, was hired by
the university straight out of school to
help prepare the Greeks for their
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respective moves onto Greek Row.
At the time of the move, each sorority occupied a different floor of Eagle
Hall, Way, JMU judicial coordinator,
says, change was needed.
Harper says the change was wholeheartedly supported by the administration, thanks in large part to Dr. Ronald
Carrier, the university's president.
"Dr. Carrier has always been a huge
supporter of student life," she says,
"He's always understood that academics are very important but that so is
student life outside of academics.
"It probably also helped that he was
Greek," she adds. "You're always a little more understanding to something
you've been a part of."

Where

are

So, in 1978, Greek Row opened 13
units to an influx of excited, rambunctious residents. As the ducks in
Newman Lake got new neighbors, so
did the residents of the neighborhood
behind the Row.
To create a good relationship
between Greek Row and the neighborhood, Harper says, the university took
a very proactive approach to dealing
with the residents of that community.
"We sent them all letters and invited
them to a reception and a tour of the
Row," she says. "Naturally there were
problems in the beginning, but they
have diminished over the years."
Pranks and hijinks seem to have
always been associated with Greek

they

now?

The following fraternities and sororities are currently active at JMU:
Organization
Alpha Sigma Alpha
Alpha Sigma Tau
Alpha Phi
Alpha Chi Omega
Delta Gamma
Sigma Kappa
Sigma Sigma Sigma
Zeta Tau Alpha
Chi Phi
Alpha Kappa Lambda
Alpha Chi Rho
Kappa Sigma
Pi Kappa Phi
Sigma Phi Epsilon
Sigma Nu
Lambda Chi Alpha
Sigma Pi
Pi Kappa Alpha
Kappa Delta Rho
Sigma Alpha Epsilon
Sigma Chi
Phi Gamma Delta
Kappa Alpha order
Theta Chi
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Year founded
1901
1899
1872
1885
1873
1874
1898
1898
1854
1914
1895
1869
1904
1901
1869
1909
1897
1868
1905
1856
1855
1848
1865
1856

organizations. People tend to assume
Greeks are bad, Harper says, and while
these assumptions aren't always true,
she does recall some practical jokes
that occurred dunng the years.
Harper recalls one time during the
early days of Greek Row when some
turkeys were "borrowed" from a place
in town. The campus police got
involved and, through a little sleuthing,
followed a trail of feathers to the Row.
Once the incident became public, the
chapter members involved came forward and wanted to know what they
could do to rectify the situation.
"That was one of the great things
[about the Greek system then]," Harper
explains, "because people owning up
to their actions changes the whole
dimension of the way you can deal
with the problem and allows you to
approach it positively."
As the Greek system has continued
to grow during the years, the expansion and changes have been vast.
Four additional housing units were
added to the Row in 1987 as more students became interested in going
Greek. Policies and procedures have
been modified during the years as
things such as the drinking age and the
increase in the popularity of mixers
have changed, Harper says.
The Greek community is still growing and changing today. One of the
great things about Greek organizations,
Harper says, is that they are made up
of individuals.
"[People join them] for their own
reasons," she says. "They can have
their needs met and grow in ways they
don't even realize when they're in
school here."

SUZANNE MARTIN is a junior mass
communication major with a concentration in journalism and an English
minor. She plans to graduate in May
1996and hopes to travel across the
entire United States, stopping in every
little town along the way, before pursuing a career in publishing.
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PHOTO BY MELISSA PALLADINO
Greek Row was constructed in 1978. Currently, there are eight sororities and eight fraternities that call the Row home.

There's no place like home.
Of the many changes the Greek system has undergone
during the years, housing seems to be one of the most
often changed aspects of Greek life.
Originally, sororities at Madison College occupied houses located on or near Main Street. Alpha Sigma Alpha occupied Carter House, while Sigma Sigma Sigma called
Sprinkle House home.
As more organizations came to the university, they too
began to fill off-campus houses. Eventually, the women's
organizations moved on campus into different floors of
Hoffman Hall. After a few more years, they moved into
Eagle Hall. The women remained there until the Row
opened its gate in 1978.
The men took a somewhat different route. They also
began off campus, but that is where they remained until
the construction of the Row.

.

.

According to Mike Way, JMU's judicial coordinator, his
fraternity, Sigma Delta Rho, which later became Tau Kappa
Epsilon, went through many changes during the years.
When it started as the only male Greek letter organization at Madison, it didn't have a house, Way says.
Eventually, once the group had become TKE and was a
nationally recognized fraternity, it rented the first floor of
what is now Joshua Wilton House. In time, it rented the
entire building and ultimately purchased it.
After the Row opened, it moved on and remained there
until 1983 when it moved back off campus and began renting a different house on South Main Street.
Many of the sororities and fraternities on and off the
Row have undergone a number of moves during the years,
and, no doubt, as more organizations come and go in years
to come, the masses will move once more.
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Hillcrest

House once

served as a
'i

m
r

presidential
m
home; now,
f-IT.''
filled with

offices, it
m
harbors a

piece of
The House on the Hill
Article by Karen Brewer
The old Bluestone house resting
on the hill in the center of campus is a forgotten piece of JMU's
past. Hillcrest once held the center of
attention when Madison College students tried to catch a glimpse of their
president entering or leaving his house.
Hillcrest, once a home, was built in
1913 to house the school's president,
Julian Burruss, and his wife, Rachel
Ebbert Burruss, who were then living
in Dormitory No. 1, now Jackson Hall.
Because nothing but fields lay beyond
the railroad tracks, Hillcrest rested at
the back side of campus, and, for a
while, students lost their opportunity to
see President Burruss, according to
Madison College: The First Fifty Years,
by Raymond C. Dingledine Jr.
But in the winter months, the hill
behind Hillcrest became a popular
coasting spot to sledders in the thick
blankets of snow common to the
36 • Curio 1995

Photos by Virginia Barnes
Valley. And eventually, by the creek
that now runs alongside Mr. Chips, students built campfires in what they nicknamed "Bacon Hollow," according to
Madison College.
The hill that holds Hillcrest on its
perch above campus gained many uses
through its history. Madison College
states the yard between Hillcrest and
Science Hall, now Maury Hall, saw
many Madison students receive their
diplomas. Receptions in this yard welcomed freshmen in the fall and bid
farewell to seniors in the spring.
When President Samuel Duke and
his wife Lucille Duke resided in the
halls of Hillcrest from 1919-'49, students and faculty who were entertained in their home found a cordial
greeting from Mrs. Duke, according to
Dingledine's book.
An annual faculty reception held at
the opening of school was moved to

JMU's past

Hillcrest House when President Duke
began his term at Madison College.
Maty Etter, a 1934 Madison College
graduate, attended receptions at
Hillcrest when Duke was president. At
her freshman reception in 1930, Etter
says, "The dean of women stood at the
front door" to greet about 100 freshmen as they entered the home, and
President, Mrs. and their daughter
Dorothy Duke stood at the foot of the
stairs. Refreshments were spread on
the dining room table for the women.
"It just seemed like it was very plain at
that time," she remembers.
But Etter says the reception was a
welcoming touch to the college. "It
was my first experience at college. I
enjoyed it to be honored that way."
Women sported long dresses and
white gloves while Japanese lanterns
dressed up the grounds for the garden
party held during Etter's commence-

ment weekend her senior year.
Though having the school president
and his family living on campus may
seem strange now, Etter recalls, "It
never seemed anything unusual to me
because I had always known Hillcrest
was the president's home, and it just
seemed natural to me."
According to Etter, "There was one
girl that lived in their home, and that
was sort of a scholarship for her, and
I'm sure she helped around the house."
Etter says she heard that when Duke
was president, bums riding the rails
would get off the train when it stopped
near campus, and "They'd climb the
hill to the house, and they said Mrs.
Duke always fed them biscuits. Those
fellows passed the word along about
Mrs. Duke's biscuits."
Until 1977, when Madison College
became James Madison University, the
president continued to live on campus
In January 1971, Ronald Carrier, his
wife Edith and their three children
moved from Memphis, Tenn., into
Hillcrest. Their first night in the house
was spent on the floor underneath the
stairs because the furniture hadn't
arrived, according to Michael Carrier.
"It was the coolest house I had ever
seen because it had all these floors,"
oldest son Michael says. "There was a
basement downstairs. It had bare
Bluestone walls, and I used to go
down there and sneak cigarettes."
Michael says he and his friends, usually school friends from Harrisonburg
High School, "used to go down there
and play loud music in the basement,
and students would come from the
campus center and listen to us jam."
For the family of five, living on campus was a good experience — for the
most part.
President Carrier says living on campus didn't bother him. "It was probably
harder on the children. They didn't
have neighbors. There was somebody
watching them all the time."
But Michael Carrier says as a young
teen-ager growing up on campus with
thousands of college students, life

wasn't bad. "They're good memories. It
was just a comfortable environment."
He dated a few students from JMU
he had known from high school and
had friends from town come hang out
on campus with him. The campus was
his playground. "It became my domain.
I could go down to the campus center
and play pool all day long."
According to Ronald, Michael went
to D-hall to get soda pop and tried to
buy beer at the campus center when
he was 16, since the drinking age was
18. Michael says he used to ride his
minibike all across campus, especially
through a gate used to access the driveway that once ran behind Wilson
Hall to Hillcrest House, Michael says. "I
thought it was cool that I could come
barreling through the gate and no one
else could."
The character of the old Bluestone
home tasted a bit of '60s flavor and
teen-age life while Michael lived there.
According to Michael, he painted the
walls of the basement black and illuminated the room with blue lights "trying
to be a hippie."
"It wasn't a bad life," Michael says.
"It was kind of fun because we always

had something [school activities] going
on. It seemed from my point of view
that it was normal. [Friends] didn't treat
me any different from next-door neighbors except we were in the middle of
campus." Even though his family lived
on a college campus, "We were just
like a regular family. We went to university events . . . like the annual lighting of the Christmas tree," he says.
But from a kid's perspective,
Michael says he saw disadvantages to
living in Hillcrest that his father might
not have seen.
"We had no privacy. You couldn't
go out on your porch and barbecue
like most families do. It wasn't at all
like living in a neighborhood. Dad
couldn't throw the baseball anymore in
the backyard," he says.
To keep family ties, the Carriers
used the campus as an outlet for their
bonding time. "Dad and I would go
down and shoot pool at the campus
center with the students. The students
would challenge us," Michael says.
Living in Hillcrest brought events
most don't experience in a neighborhood, such as the college pranks
which sometimes greeted the Carriers'
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Mary Etter, 1934 Madison College graduate, wears a reproduction of a dress
she wore to her commencement and reminisces about days at the college.
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dreams. During the night, Michael says
he could hear noise from panty raids
on campus.
"It became sort of your natural environment, and it didn't occur to you that
you weren't supposed to be in it,"
Michael says.
These late-night hijinks sometimes
involved the Carriers' yard. In their
backyard, "The trampoline was something the college students thought was
theirs," Michael says. All night long the
kids would jump on it. Ronald says,
"[The students] wore out about eight
canvases. They'd come by drunk and
use it. I'd hear 'em coming out of the
campus center . . . and yell, 'Hey Dr.
Carrier, get up!"'
Sometimes students would steal the
Carriers' dog, wash it and bring it back.
At Christmas, the students would steal
wreaths off the front door, Ronald says.
In the family's first or second month
at Hillcrest, there was a mix-up about
dorm rules, and the misinformed students wanted the "new" rules changed.
At 1 a.m. students quietly protested on
the Hillcrest hill.
Ronald says he yelled to the students, "Get your asses back to your
dorms, I have an office, and I have
office hours." And they left.
But Ronald says these pranks were
not deterrents for the family. He says
his family and the students had a great
relationship. Students would come up
to Hillcrest to borrow an egg. "We
used to have students come by to
shoot pool" in the basement.
The amiable relationship between
Ronald and the students was probably
due to living on campus. "For the first
year, we had students come by and eat
Reuben sandwiches. We'd eat Reuben
sandwiches on the floor. I can't even
eat them anymore because I ate so
many then," Ronald says.
According to Michael, "That's sort of
what made dad 'Uncle Ron' because he
was there all the time, but now he's
sort of removed. He would get up, get
dressed and go down to Gibbons and
eat breakfast."
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PHOTO COURTESY OF JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY, CARRIER LIBRARY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
The Carriers during their first days at Hillcrest in January 1971.
Michael says he hasn't walked all
the way through Hillcrest House in
years. But he says turning the house
into offices doesn't play up the home's
strong points. "I really hate what
they've done to it. It really lost all its
character as a home."
According to Ronald, the family left
Hillcrest House in 1977 because "we
needed the space [Hillcrest provided]
for something else. They were building
stuff all around it. You couldn't get to it
with a car anymore."

The years Hillcrest House was occupied by families brought a kind of
strong bond between the college's
presidents and the students. It was a
time when access created friendships,
and Hillcrest was home.

KAREN BREWER is a junior mass communication major who can' t wait to
graduate. She will spend her senior year
as Focus editor at The Breeze, sleeping
on a cot in the newspaper's morgue.
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Here

Come

the

Boys

James Madison University has not always been the
coeducational institution it is today— the school it has become
is the result of years of gradual change
Article by Jill Barnard
'ou can lock hiril out of
your heart, but you can't
y
Y
Jl ilock him out of your
liquor cabinet. You can get him off
your mind but you can't get him off
your expense account. Might as well
give up; he is your jailer, your boss,
and your albatross — a bleary-eyed,
no-account, girl-chasing bundle of
worry."
Believe it or not, "he" is a male
college student of the 1950s as
described by the author of an essay
titled "What is a college boy?" printed
in the Queen's Journal and reprinted
in the April 1954 edition of Madison's
school newspaper The Breeze.
In 1954, Madison was still getting
used to the idea of having "college
boys" around at all. Although summer
sessions included the enrollment of
men as well as women since the
founding of the school in 1908, it was
not until 1946 that men were permitted to register as regular students for
the fall semester.
Even then, Madison was still considered to be a women's college, and
the number of male students
remained extremely low. The gradual
evolution of Madison from a teacher's
school intended strictly for women to
a truly coeducational institution
proved to be a long process, spanning the course of several years.
According to Madison College: The
First Fifty Years, a history of the
school by Raymond C. Dingledine Jr.,
14 men registered for classes in the
summer of 1908 at the Normal and
a
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'Men on campus ... a co-ed college.'
This photo and caption were taken
from the 1968 Blue stone, just one
year after the college officially
became coeducational.
Industrial School for Women, now
known as James Madison University.
During the first decade of the school's
existence, the number of registered
male students remained below 50 for
each semester.
In 1927, in an attempt to attract
more men, living accommodations
and dining facilities were made available to them. Prior to this, men were
admitted as day students only. This
additional availability of room and
board was not met with the enthusiasm originally anticipated by the
school, and it was therefore discontinued between 1930 and ,1939, when

men had to once again fend for themselves to find off-campus housing.
The year 1946 marked the beginning of a new era for men at
Madison. For the first time, they were
permitted to enroll as regular students
during the winter session. According
to an article in The Breeze from
September 1923, the reason behind
this significant change was to "alleviate the crisis caused by the increasing
number of students seeking college
education under the G.I. Bill of
Rights." Fifty-three men registered for
that first semester, a figure which
almost doubled to 101 for the 1947'48 school year.
With the presence of men becoming increasingly prevalent at Madison,
newly established organizations
specifically for male students also
began appearing. In 1947, a longstanding tradition at JMU began when
Sigma Delta Rho, the first fraternal
organization, came to campus. It was
followed in 1948 by the creation of
five football teams, each one sponsored by a different sorority. These
five teams, comprised solely of
Madison men, gathered on fall afternoons to engage in a little healthy
competition among themselves.
Although the number of male students seemed to be steadily increasing, this trend came to a halt between
1950 and 1953, when their registration
dropped below 100. In 1957-'58, however, the numbers went back up
when 150 men were admitted.
The effects of having men at
Curio 1995 • 39
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Madison could be seen throughout
campus. According to Dingledine's
Madison College: The First Fifty Years,
"In 1951, the College stopped polishing its daughters 'after the similitude
of a palace.' In place of the traditional
motto and statement of the ideals of
the College, there was placed near
the front of the annual catalog a
Creed of Madison College."
Dingledine also cited as an example
of men's effect on Madison the
change of the official name of the
alumni organization from "Alumnae
Association," the feminine plural of
alumnus, to the non-gender specific
"Alumni Association."
Although all of these changes were
taking place, Madison was still not
officially a coeducational institution.
In fact, in March 1950, the Virginia
Senate failed to pass a bill by a vote
of 23 to 13 that would have made
both Madison and Longwood colleges
coed schools. Oddly enough, that
same year, the Men's Student
Organization voted on a constitution.
Various opinions existed concerning the admittance of men to JMU.
The opinion of one female Madison
senior, printed in the editorial section
of the October I960 edition of The
Breeze was, "No coeducation makes
girls 'aggressive'. ... A predominantly
girls' school makes girls too aggressive toward men. . . . It's just not natural to be separated from men."
Finally, during the 1966-'67 school
year, Madison became an official
coeducational institution, and almost
instantly, the college's enrollment
doubled. That same year, Shorts Hall
became the first official male residence hall on campus.
Sharon Barnard was a freshman at
Madison in 1967. Immediately following her graduation from high school,
she packed her bags and headed to
Madison for summer session. Her earliest memories of college include several guys from Hampden-Sydney
College attending classes at Madison
during this summer of 1967.
40 • Curio 1995

Once fall rolled around, however,
and they returned to HampdenSydney, men at Madison were "few
and far between," she says.
During her sophomore year, with
the closing of Frederick College in
Hampton, this trend began to change.
U

A predominantly

girls' school makes
girls too aggressive
toward men.... It's
just not natural to
be separated from
men."

The closing of the institution left several male students looking for another
college to attend, and many chose
Madison. She says she remembers
being "amazed that they wanted to
come there [Madison]."
The influx of men, according to
Barnard, was met with definite enthusiasm. As a result of the increased
presence of men on campus, she
says, "The social climate blossomed; it
opened up," and Madison would
never be the same.
The 1960s marked change throughout campus. For example, the school
yearbook, originally titled the
Schoolma'am, was changed to The
Bluestone to include the male population at Madison.
Mike Way, who is currently the
judicial coordinator at JMU, was also
a student at Madison during the late
1960s and early 1970s, and he says he
witnessed a great deal of change
throughout campus.
According to Way, the concept of
in loco parentis was no longer
applied to Madison College. In other
words, rules and regulations were

gradually becoming more relaxed and
the school no longer served as a
replacement for the students' parents.
Way says he partially attributes this
change to the presence of Vietnam
veterans at the college. Following
their experience, they were in no way
looking for another parent; instead,
they were merely looking for an education. Therefore, the strict behavior
standards that had been characteristic
of Madison became obsolete.
Dr. Paul Cline, a professor of political science at JMU, says he also
watched these changes take place.
"Males were recruited and encouraged to come [to Madison]" in the
early 1970s and were very quickly
integrated into life there, Cline says.
Changes were being made nationwide, and Madison was no different.
As the years have passed, men
have become more and more an integral part of life at JMU. The numbers
have steadily been on the rise.
According to Madison's Statistical
Summaries, during fall 1972 the number of men had reached 1,858, compared to 3,634 women. In 1979, the
number of male students had
increased to 3,857, which constitute
46 percent of the entire student body.
And in 1994, the number of men was
up to 5,159, a far cry from the days of
a male enrollment of 14.
Without men at Madison, it most
certainly would not be the school it is
today. There is no doubt that it is difficult today to imagine JMU without
men. Their presence has become a
very important part of the college
experience here. The coeducational
setup offers yet another opportunity
for learning, an additional dimension
to life at Madison.

JILL BARNARD, a senior mass communication major and Spanish minor, will
spend the coming summer relaxing in
Nags Head, North Carolina. Once the
summer has come to an end, she might
look for a job or something.
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Winning Tradition

Congratulations to the winners of these 1994 awards
In regional competition sponsored by the Society of Professional Journalists: Magazines: First, Best AilAround Magazine, CURIO; Third, Non-fiction Magazine Writing, Jonathan Rhudy. Newspapers, The
Breeze: First, Sports News, Alison Boyce; First, In-depth News, Cyndy Liedtke; Second, Spot News, Cyndy
Liedtke.
In the national contest sponsored by the Society for Collegiate Journalists: Magazines: Honorable
Mention, Overall Excellence, CURIO; Second, Non-fiction Magazine Writing, Rob Kaiser; Third, Nonfiction Magazine Writing, Jonathan Rhudy. Newspapers, The Breeze: Honorable Mention, Overall
Excellence, more than weekly newspapers; First, Graphic Illustrations, Grant Jerding; First, Sports News,
Alison Boyce; First and Second, Sports Photography, Mike Heffner; First, Photo Essay, Erica Bleeg; First,
Feature Writing, Chris Klimek; First, Sports Page, Craig Newman; Second, Feature Photography, Craig
Newman; Second, Editorial Cartoons, Scott Trobaugh; Third, Sports Feature, Alison Boyce; Third, Cyndy
Liedtke, News Stories; Third, Sherri Eisenberg, Features; Third, Editorial Writing, Craig Newman;
Honorable Mention, Sports Feature, Sherri LaRowe; Honorable Mention, Feature Writing, Wendy
Morgan; Honorable Mention, Editorial Cartoons, Ben Proctor.
In the national Gold Circle Awards program sponsored by the Columbia Scholastic Press Association:
Newspapers, The Breeze: First, Sports Feature, Sherri LaRowe; Second, Sports Feature, Alison Boyce;
Second, Health Features, Sherri Eisenberg; Third, Nicole Motley, News Features; Honorable Mention,
Nicole Motley, General Column.
National recognition for outstanding service to the Associated Collegiate Press: All American Adviser
Award, Albert "Flip" De Luca.
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